
 
 

 

 

 

Voting In-Person After Requesting an Absentee Ballot 

October 2020 

While voters who request a mail/absentee ballot often return those ballots through the mail, many states 

provide other options for returning the ballot, including ballot drop boxes, or bringing the ballot to a local 

election office.  In addition, many states provide an option for voters who have requested a mail/absentee 

ballot to vote in-person instead. The chart below provides information on state policies pertaining to 

voters who requested a mail/absentee ballot, but want to vote in-person instead (e.g. early voting or at 

the polling place on Election Day), as well as states that allow a person to cast a new ballot (i.e. change 

their vote) after returning a mail/absentee ballot. 

In some states, voters who have requested a mail/absentee ballot, but have not returned the ballot, may 

vote a regular ballot in-person instead (but may be required to “surrender” the mail/absentee ballot or 

sign an affidavit.) In other states, a voter may cast a provisional ballot. Generally, if a voter requests a 

mail/absentee ballot but votes a regular ballot in-person instead, the mail/absentee ballot will be 

cancelled and will not be counted if it is returned. If the voter requests a mail/absentee ballot and casts a 

provisional ballot in-person instead, the provisional ballot will not be counted if it turns out the 

mail/absentee ballot was returned.  

Some states may allow voters to cast a new ballot after they have already returned a mail/absentee ballot 

(e.g. AK, MI, MN, NY, WI). The process and timing for doing so varies among these states. Generally, if a 

voter casts a new ballot after returning a mail/absentee ballot, the previous ballot will be cancelled.  

Voters should contact their state and local election for more information on voting in-person after 

requesting a mail/absentee ballot, as well as options for returning the voted mail/absentee ballot other 

than through the mail.  

 

Alabama If a voter has requested, but not voted, an absentee ballot, the voter may cast a 
provisional ballot. (Alabama Code § 17-10-2).  

Alaska If a voter requests an absentee by-mail ballot but decides to vote early or in-person 
on Election Day, the voter should destroy and dispose of the absentee ballot.  
 
If a voter has voted an absentee by-mail ballot and wants to change their ballot 
choice, the voter should contact the Alaska Division of Elections  
 
See Alaska Absentee Voting By-Mail FAQ.  

Arizona 
 

If a voter has requested, but not voted, an early ballot by mail, the voter may cast a 
provisional ballot. (Ariz. Rev. Stat. §16-584(E)).  

Arkansas If a voter has requested, but not voted, an absentee ballot, the voter may cast a 
provisional ballot in-person. (see Arkansas Poll Worker Training Guide).  

https://elections.alaska.gov/Core/AKVoteEarly.php
https://static.ark.org/eeuploads/elections/2020_Poll_Worker_Guide_FINAL.pdf


 
 

California All voters receive a mail ballot.  If a voter has not returned a vote-by-mail ballot, the 
voter may vote in-person. If the voter does not bring the mail ballot with them, the 
voter may cast a provisional ballot. (see California Secretary of State).  

Colorado Elections are conducted by mail. If a voter does not receive a mail ballot, makes a 
mistake, damages, or loses the mail ballot, the voter may request a replacement 
ballot or vote in-person (see Colorado Secretary of State).  

Connecticut If a voter has requested, but has not returned their absentee ballot prior to Election 
Day, the voter may vote in-person on Election Day. (see Connecticut Secretary of 
State).  

Delaware If a voter requests, but does not return, a vote-by-mail ballot, the voter may voter 
in-person (see Delaware Department of Elections).  

D.C.  All voters receive a mail ballot. A voter may choose to vote in-person instead. If the 
voter has already returned the mail ballot, the voter will be issued a special ballot 
(see D.C. Board of Elections). 

Florida A voter who requests a vote-by-mail ballot may choose to vote in person instead.  
If the voter brings the ballot (marked or unmarked) to the polls to turn the ballot in, 
or election officials confirm the voter has not returned the mail ballot, the voter will 
be allowed to vote a regular ballot. If the mail ballot has been returned and 
received, the ballot is deemed cast and the voter to have voted. If the voter 
believes the office is incorrect, the voter may cast a provisional ballot (see Florida 
Secretary of State).  

Georgia If a voter requests but does not receive an absentee ballot, the voter may vote in-
person after attesting that they are only voting once (see Georgia Secretary of 
State).  

Hawaii Elections are conducted by mail. Voters may request a replacement ballot. A voter 
also has the option of voting in-person. (see Hawaii Office of Elections).  

Idaho  If a voter who requests an absentee ballot chooses to vote in person instead, the 
voter must bring the absentee ballot with them to the polls.  

Illinois If a voter who requests a mail ballot chooses to vote in person instead, and the 
surrenders the mail ballot to an election judge, the voter may vote a regular ballot. 
If the voter has not yet received the mail ballot, the voter must sign an affidavit in 
order to vote a regular ballot. If the voter received but lost the mail ballot, the voter 
must sign an affidavit certifying that they have not voted in the election, and will be 
issued a provisional ballot (see Illinois State Board of Elections).  

Indiana  A voter who has requested but not returned an absentee ballot may surrender the 
absentee ballot and vote a regular ballot in-person on Election Day (see Indiana 
Secretary of State).  

Iowa A voter who has requested but not returned an absentee ballot may vote a regular 
ballot on Election Day if they surrender the absentee ballot at the polls. If the voter 
cannot surrender the absentee ballot the voter may vote a provisional ballot (see 
Iowa Secretary of State).  

Kansas If a voter requests an advance by mail ballot but chooses to cast their ballot in 
person the voter will be given a provisional ballot (see Kansas Secretary of State).  

Kentucky If a voter has requested but not received an absentee ballot by October 28th, the 
voter may vote in-person at a county polling location (see Kentucky Emergency 
Regulations).  

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/provisional-voting
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/FAQs/ElectionDay.html
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-Information/Absentee-Ballot-Process
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-Information/Absentee-Ballot-Process
https://elections.delaware.gov/services/voter/votebymail/index.shtml
https://www.dcboe.org/FAQS/Election-Day
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/for-voters/voting/vote-by-mail/
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/for-voters/voting/vote-by-mail/
https://georgia.gov/vote-absentee-ballot
https://georgia.gov/vote-absentee-ballot
https://elections.hawaii.gov/frequently-asked-questions/voting-by-mail/#jump-8
https://www.elections.il.gov/Redirect.aspx?URL=6KiaAJqSOwyZFBZ9q30OB6PlQ7HnAcZZMF%2fQLg58jiQ7cNJosAF1tdn45m%2bxCL139%2f0TulaoJS9GAd2YMBeFrwUvvf5OuPSC0phuQWUrpJGnB97z502LPnS4GDqlzAaDaPI9%2fWWZkHaQ7HhnLGv%2bTC8yqfvGa6mf6HKkIJCw76CV9HAP6QBwgVNZ0mhr1I8J9A3pIWLFhBiKRE7k37fINRn9utq2GfQ3%2fZMOKq7ZyGgpOsI6WbOVFL1F7pkgjmDoHgQSF23%2fXFoYNxbY2A%2b5ahjzLY%2bnQTl%2b3WqJD5SlZT0%3d
https://www.in.gov/sos/elections/2402.htm
https://www.in.gov/sos/elections/2402.htm
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/electioninfo/absenteemail.html
https://sos.ks.gov/elections/elections-faq.html
https://www.sos.ky.gov/elections/Documents/2020GeneralElection/Signed%2031%20KAR%204.192E.pdf
https://www.sos.ky.gov/elections/Documents/2020GeneralElection/Signed%2031%20KAR%204.192E.pdf


 
 

Louisiana If a voter has requested but not returned a mail ballot, the voter may vote in-
person (see Louisiana Secretary of State).  

Maine If a voter has requested and returned an absentee ballot, the voter may not vote in-
person on Election Day (see Maine Secretary of State).  

Maryland If records indicate the a has requested an absentee ballot, or already voted, the 
voter may cast a provisional ballot (see Maryland State Board of Elections).  

Massachusetts If a voter has requested but not returned a mail ballot, the voter may vote in-
person (see Massachusetts Secretary of State).  

Michigan A voter who has requested but not returned an absentee ballot may vote in-person 
on Election Day if the voter surrenders the ballot at the polling place. If the ballot 
was lost or destroyed, the voter must sign an affidavit.  
 
If a voter has already returned an absentee ballot, the voter may change their vote 
by submitting a request for a new ballot, or spoiling the absentee ballot that has 
been returned at the clerk’s office no later than 10 AM on the Monday before the 
election.  
 
See Michigan Secretary of State.  

Minnesota A voter who has requested and returned an absentee ballot may request to cancel 
the ballot no later than two weeks before Election Day.  
 
If a voter has requested an absentee ballot, the voter may vote in-person if the 
absentee ballot has not already been counted.  
  
See Minnesota Secretary of State.  

Mississippi Absentee ballots will be the final vote. Those who vote absentee may not appear on 
Election Day and cast a regular ballot (see Mississippi Secretary of State).  

Missouri If a voter requests but has not returned an absentee ballot, and wants to vote at 
the polling place, the voter should contact their local election authority for 
instructions (see Missouri Secretary of State).  

Montana A voter may request a replacement mail ballot if it is destroyed, spoiled, lost, or not 
received (see Montana Secretary of State).   

Nebraska If a voter has requested, but not voted, an early voting (absentee) ballot, the voter 
may cast a provisional ballot (see Nebraska Statutes 32-915).  

Nevada All voters receive a mail ballot. In order to vote in person, a voter must 
physically surrender their mail ballot at the polling place or sign an affirmation 
indicating the voter will not vote their mail ballot (see Nevada Secretary of State).  

New 
Hampshire 

A voter who has requested an absentee ballot may vote in-person on Election Day 
before the absentee ballot is processed.  

New Jersey All voters receive a mail ballot. A voter may vote in-person by provisional ballot on  
Election Day (see New Jersey Department of State).  

New Mexico If a voter requests an absentee ballot, the voter may choose to vote at the polling 
place on Election Day if they sign an affidavit state that they did not and will not 
return the mailed ballot (see New Mexico Secretary of State).  

New York If a voter requests or returns an absentee ballot, the voter may still go to the polls 
and vote in person, and the absentee ballot will be set aside (see New York State 
Board of Elections).  

https://www.sos.la.gov/ElectionsAndVoting/Vote/VoteByMail/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/voter-info/absenteeguide.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/provisional_voting.html
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleev/early-voting-faq.htm
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Early_Voting_FAQ_703273_7.pdf
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/vote-early-by-mail/
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Elections-Voting/Pages/Covid-19-Elections.aspx
https://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/goVoteMissouri/votingquestions#4_1
https://sosmt.gov/Portals/142/Elections/Documents/2019-mail-ballot-process.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32-915
https://www.nvsos.gov/sos/home/showdocument?id=8842
https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/vote-faq.shtml
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voting-faqs/absentee-voting-by-mail/
https://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingAbsentee.html
https://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingAbsentee.html


 
 

North Carolina If a voter has requested but not returned an absentee ballot, the voter may vote in 
person (see North Carolina State Board of Elections).  

North Dakota Voters who received an absentee ballot but choose to vote in-person instead will be 
issued a new ballot at their polling location (North Dakota Secretary of State’s 
office).  

Ohio If a voter requests but does not vote an absentee ballot and instead decides to go 
to their polling place on Election Day, the voter must cast a provisional ballot (see 
Ohio Secretary of State).  

Oklahoma If a voter has requested but not returned an absentee ballot, the voter may vote in-
person if they sign an affidavit stating that they did not use the absentee ballot that 
was mailed to them (see Tulsa County Elections).  

Oregon Elections are conducted by mail. Voters may request a replacement ballot. (see 
Oregon Secretary of State).  

Pennsylvania If a voter has requested but not returned a mail-in or absentee ballot, the voter 
may vote a regular ballot in person if the voter surrenders the ballot and return 
envelope and signs a declaration. If the voter does not surrender the ballot and 
return envelope, the voter can only vote by provisional ballot at the poling place 
(see Pennsylvania Secretary of State).  

Rhode Island If a voter requests a mail ballot and attempts to vote in person, the voter will be 
required to vote a provisional ballot (see Rhode Island Secretary of State).  

South Carolina If a voter requests an absentee ballot and wants to vote in-person or at the polling 
place on Election Day, the voter must return the unvoted absentee ballot to the 
county voter registration office or extension office (see South Carolina Election 
Commission).  

South Dakota If a voter has requested but not returned an absentee ballot, the voter may voter 
in-person at the polling place (see South Dakota Secretary of State).  

Tennessee  If a voter has requested but not voted a mail ballot, the voter may cast a provisional 
ballot (see Tennessee Code 2-7-112).  

Texas If a voter requests but does not return a mail ballot, the voter may cast a regular 
ballot if they surrender the mail ballot. If the voter does not surrender the mail 
ballot, the voter may cast a provisional ballot (see Harris County Clerk).  
 

Utah Elections are conducted by mail. If a voter receives a mail ballot the voter may 
choose to vote in person. The voter should surrender the mail ballot at the polling 
place (see Utah Elections Office).  

Vermont All voters receive a mail ballot. If a voter chooses to vote in-person they should 
bring their mail ballot. If the voter does not bring the mail ballot they must fill out 
an affidavit affirming that they have not voted already (see Vermont Secretary of 
State).  

Virginia If a voter has requested but not returned an absentee ballot, the voter may voter 
in-person. The voter should bring the unopened ballot when voting in-person. If the 
voter has lost or did not receive the absentee ballot, the voter may vote at the 
registrar’s office or cast a provisional ballot on Election Day (see Virginia 
Department of Elections).  

Washington  Elections are conducted by mail. Voters may request a replacement ballot. Voter 
should contact their county election for information on in-person voting options 
(see Washington Secretary of State).  

https://www.ncsbe.gov/voting/vote-mail/faqs-voting-mail-north-carolina-2020#if-i%E2%80%99ve-received-my-ballot-by-mail-may-i-still-vote-in-person
https://www.ohiosos.gov/elections/voters/absentee-voting/
https://www.tulsacounty.org/tulsacounty/electionboard.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/ballot-help.aspx
https://www.votespa.com/Voting-in-PA/Pages/Mail-and-Absentee-Ballot.aspx
https://vote.sos.ri.gov/Content/Pdfs/Calendar/Vote-From-Home-English.pdf
https://www.scvotes.gov/2020-general-election-faqs
https://www.scvotes.gov/2020-general-election-faqs
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/assets/ElectionWorkerTrainingSept92019.pdf
https://harrisvotes.com/Docs/VotingInfo/VotingByMailFAQs_en-US.pdf
https://voteinfo.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/42/2020/10/Utah-VIP-2020-General-FIN.pdf
https://sos.vermont.gov/elections/voters/voter-faqs/#q2
https://sos.vermont.gov/elections/voters/voter-faqs/#q2
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/absentee-landing-page/FAQ_absentee_voting.pdf
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/absentee-landing-page/FAQ_absentee_voting.pdf
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/faq_vote_by_mail.aspx


 
 

West Virginia If a voter has requested but not returned an absentee ballot, the voter may vote in-
person if they bring the absentee ballot with them to the polls. If the voter does not 
bring the absentee ballot, they may vote a provisional ballot (see West Virginia 
Secretary of State).  

Wisconsin A voter who has requested and returned their absentee ballot and wants to cancel 
the ballot should contact their municipal clerk.  
 
If a voter has requested but not returned an absentee ballot, the voter may vote in-
person.  

Wyoming If a voter requests but has not returned an absentee ballot, the voter may vote in-
person. The voter should surrender the absentee ballot at the Clerk’s office or 
polling place (see Laramie County Elections).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sos.wv.gov/FormSearch/Elections/Voter/FAQ-2020GeneralElection.pdf
https://sos.wv.gov/FormSearch/Elections/Voter/FAQ-2020GeneralElection.pdf
https://elections.laramiecountyclerk.com/how-do-i-vote/

