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Step By Step
Combating Fraudulent Business Filings Takes Time and Effort –

• Create a complaint process for consumers

• Pursue fraudulent solicitations

• Restrict fraud filings at the outset

• Legal action



STEP 1:  
Create a complaint process for constituents

Complaints for:

• Unauthorized use of person’s name

• Unauthorized use of person’s address

• Unauthorized filing in existing business record

Complaint intake by SoS, then complaint processing 

by AG.

Remedy:

• Notation on business’ filing record

• Redaction of filings

Availability of statutory penalties under deceptive trade 

practices statute.





Constituent complaint for fraudulent use of home address :



After notice and failure 
to respond, the entity’s 
record is revised on our 
website, indicating that 
the entire entity is 
deemed fraudulent.



The history of filed documents is annotated to reflect the determination of a fraudulent filing:



The underlying filed documents are also redacted:
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STEP 2:  
Create penalties for fraudulent solicitations

Penalty for:

• Deceptive solicitation of SoS business services

Mandates disclaimer text:

• “THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT. THIS OFFER 

IS NOT BEING MADE BY, OR ON BEHALF OF, 

ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY….:

• At the top of a physical document, or the start of 

an electronic communication.

• Must be in at least 24-point type.

Availability of statutory penalties under deceptive trade 

practices statute.







STEP 3:  
Stop fraudulent filings before they occur

Prohibits:

• Use of commercial mailbox for registered agent 

address

Mandates:

• Identity verification of registered agents, either 

by – 

• Driver’s license/state ID check, or

• Certificate of good standing

• Affidavit of authorization for a cure of 

delinquency after five years

• Affidavit of authorization for a reinstatement 

after two years of dissolution



STEP 4:  
When all else fails, FILE SUIT

Civil suit for injunctive relief, statutory penalties, and 

attorney’s fees:

• Defendants filed 15,830 registrations for new 

LLCs at a single address in Northglenn, CO:

 2236 East 109th Drive, Northglenn 80233 



Questions?
Christopher P. Beall

Chris.Beall@ColoradoSoS.gov

303.860.6902

mailto:Chris.Beall@ColoradoSoS.gov
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