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Overview: Treasures from the Archives is a pop-up exhibition program designed to raise awareness of 
the Rhode Island State Archives’ holdings. The exhibitions take place in the Rhode Island State House 
Library and feature 1-6 documents from the Archives, along with interpretive panels. The State House 
receives over 15,000 visitors a year, and the Library is one of its most heavily trafficked rooms.   
 
Subject area: State Heritage 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Executive Summary 
 
History 
Secretary of State Nellie M. Gorbea has made improving Rhode Islanders’ understanding of and access 
to their state’s rich history a departmental goal.  The primary action item within that goal is to provide for 
an appropriate, permanent home for the State Archives. For over 20 years the Archives has been housed 
in a leased space that does not meet archival standards or encourage public access. The Department 
plans to seek public support for this initiative in the coming years, so raising awareness of the existence 
and needs of the current Archives is critical. 
 
Treasures from the Archives was developed to introduce Rhode Islanders to the Archives’ vast holdings 
and to use these holdings to illustrate significant events in Rhode Island’s history.   
 
 
Significance 
Rhode Island’s Secretary of State has been the “keeper of records” since the colonial period. Therefore 
providing an adequate facility to store and make accessible the state’s treasure trove of documents is a 
significant responsibility.  
 
Treasures from the Archives brings together two divisions within the Department of State to support a 
department-wide goal. By placing interesting, topical archival holdings in a highly visible setting the 
program has dramatically increased the Archives’ visibility.    
 
To date nine exhibitions have taken place featuring 38 documents.  Exhibition themes have included: the 
expansion of suffrage as the result of the Dorr Rebellion, the Electoral College, Rhode Island’s role in the 
American Revolution, and the African American experience in Rhode Island.  The exhibitions are kept 
purposely brief, in order to maintain public interest, and to limit the documents’ exposure to light.   
 
 
Impact 
Over the course of 2016 over 15,000 people toured the State House through another program offered by 
the Department of State.  8,000 of these visitors were school-aged children.  All visitors had an 
opportunity to view one of the Treasures from the Archives exhibitions, and several school groups 
specifically focused on the historical events detailed in the exhibition. In addition to these lay-people, 
General Assembly members also had multiple opportunities to view archival holdings featured in the 
exhibition series.  As key stakeholders in their state’s history and records management, they will be 
important allies in the work towards creating a permanent, suitable facility for the State Archives. 
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Installation photo in a tweet 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Take-away rack cards with 
additional information about the 
Archives holdings, relevance and 
location are attached to exhibition 
posters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Samples of media coverage 
 
Providence Journal, April 10, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
RI Public Radio, June 3, 2016 
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