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The Challenge
Longstanding businesses are invaluable!

Yet they are often overlooked.



West Virginia 
Centurion Chamber of Commerce



Celebrating 100 Years

Fueling WV’s Economy
● Creates jobs & tax revenue
● Drives community investment 
● Supports state economic 

development targets
● Enhances business climate 

perception
● Builds stronger community 

relationships



WV Centurion Chamber of Commerce 
Members
Founded in 2019 to 2025
More than 330 businesses

Class of 2026
18 businesses



WVSOS Landing Page



Identifying Centurion Businesses

● Utilizes existing systems
● Reviews historical data
● Leverages existing 

relationships

No Funding or Legislation Required



Program Benefits
Recognition and Support



Program Benefits
Recognition & Support



Why It Works!
Innovation Through Relationships



Program Attributes

It is:  
● Low cost
● High visibility
● Easily replicated
● Community driven
● Sustainable



Program Attributes

It builds: 
● Business confidence
● Local partnerships
● Public trust
● Economic development efforts



The Results
Real Impact Across West Virginia



The program has:

01
Recognized 
businesses 
with over a 
century of 
services

02
Generated 
statewide 
positive media 
coverage

03
Strengthened 
relationships 
between the 
Secretary of 
State Office 
and local 
communities

04
Created lasting 
historical 
documentation

05
Encouraged 
additional 
businesses to 
participate



Why This Matters Nationally
A Model Every State Can Adopt



The Centurion program is:

01
Scaleable

02
Affordable

03
Nonpartisan

04
Adaptable to 
every state

05
Focused on 
strengthening 
government 
service



Thank You! 



Connect with WVSOS

Diane Nester
dnester@wvsos.gov / 304.368.6346

Secretary of State Kris Warner
kwarner@wvsos.gov / 304.558.6000

www.sos.wv.gov
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