
NASS IDEAS Presentation:
Statewide Online Vermont Voter Guide



Why? 

Lots of information out there . . . . 

But,  what if there was a standard, nonpartisan guide for voters? 



Our Goals:  

1) Information that was available to 
voters when they received their ballot; 
and,

2) Has information about ALL the 
candidates on their specific ballot (not 
just the top statewide candidates) 



How did we get it DONE? 
• Working with our IT vendor to personalize the guide based on specific 

voting districts. 

• Candidate Outreach – This was a LOT of 
    work and included the Secretary making 
    calls!

• We created a simple web form that required a lot of manual entry for 
our staff

• We did need to consider 1st Amendment considerations – we only 
edited if there was “offensive content,” but we are otherwise content-
neutral. 



• We earned as much media coverage 
as possible!

• We mailed a postcard along with 
every universal vote-by-mail ballot in 
the General Election. 



What information was 
available to voters?

• Descriptions of every elected position 
and then a clickable link to the candidate 
profiles.  



Impacts:
• We see voter turnout 

increasing!

• We think this is a 
combination of 
universal vote-by-mail 
and improved access to 
voting/candidate 
information

• This lowers barriers for 
candidates who run for 
office because they can 
reach voters at no cost 
to them. 



What’s next? 
• In 2026, we will be 

sending a printed 
copy of the Voter 
Guide to every 
household with an 
eligible voter! 

• We will also have a 
digital Voter Guide. 



How did we build for the Future? 
• This required coordination with 3 Vendors (ReFrame, Democracy Live, 

and Fort Orange)

•  Candidates are entering profiles directly into our campaign finance 
platform, which was built by ReFrame.  Direct entry by campaigns is 
reducing staff time. 

• This data is being sent directly to Democracy Live for the online voter 
guide production and to Fort Orange, who is our ballot printer, for 
mailing to every household with an eligible voter.

• This is MUCH more efficient, but sadly, we are still doing outreach to 
candidates. 
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