




2023: 

Created our “Are You Cyber 

Safe?” book

Question to Answer:

How do we get the book into the 
hands of Ohio business owners?

2024

Say Hello to “Are You Cyber 

Safe? Cybersecurity Basics 

For Businesses”!

Why We Started 
the Conferences



A Look At The 
Conferences



How They Started

Where We Are Now

• One speaker

• One panel presentation

• One breakout session 

• Multiple speakers from 

nationally known brands

• Partnerships with Ohio’s largest 

Universities

A Look At The 
Conferences



Ohio Small to Medium 

Sized Businesses

Ohio Large Businesses

Schools, Nonprofits, and 

Local Government Offices

1

2

3

Who They Benefitted



Our Speakers



Email Paid Social Organic Social

How Did We Promote 
The Conferences



Grassroots Partnerships

How Did We Promote 
The Conferences



Books 

Distributed

4,531
Conferences

Hosted

6
Attendee

Satisfaction

95%

1,200
Conference Attendees

Earned 

Media Hits

7

Results



Earned

Media 

Hits

Results



Earned Media 
Example



• Email to Ohio’s businesses

• Paid social

• Grassroots partnerships

Crowd 

Building

• First conference offered a breakout session

• Removed breakout session after survey 

results

Conference 

Format

• Free event = crowd attrition

• Continue to allow registrations through 

the start of the conference. 
Free Event

Challenges



Contact: Michael Vannest, Deputy Communications Director

Email: mvannest@ohiosos.gov 

Phone: 614-696-8880

Do You Want to Get Your Own Started?

mailto:mvannest@ohiosos.gov
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