Business Identity Recovery

Protecting Minnesota Business Owners

The Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State Steve Simon

National Association of Secretaries of State



Purpose

dentity Theft Protections Begin

New Business \
January 1, 2026

December 17,2025

Victi '
g Ofterl;n fsa g; lglusmess identity theft
ebt collection or damaged

SAINT PAUL- OnJan
oW

launchaset of protections for business
createsa

Business identity theftisa nationwide problem. |t occurs Wi::::::\:::::busmess C re d i t 4 )
histories, plus countless hours

he name of someone else without permission.

company in t
entity without the knowledge or consent of the business 0 ner, or changes e
address on busi ﬁlings.Victi s often face de s, collection ca s, or damage °
ries - all without aclear pathto resolution vious e only options or t ry I n g to u n
ravel the
mess mad
e by an

credit histo b X
rgete usiness owners were costly courtac jons or law en orcement in ervention.
ofte T
n malicious third
party.

The new Busi
siness ldenti

thelSecrten ntity Recove

: YOf . 'y progra :

Prior to implemeigt-e to determine Whe’;gherrnaafl'lI(')WS’the b 5 1

o fror A4 enforce|1|10n’ victims would need to lslng is fraudulent.

sVl FL 5 S ent. This process ens eek re.|lef in court
d at less cost to the victir;:res most disputes are



o OFFICE OF THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE
Declaration of | BUSINESS | i
~ SERVICES
Wrongful Filing

Declaration of Wrongful Filing

If someone has used your name, address, or other personal information in a business filing without your
permission or made a change to your business without your permission, you may have been the victim

An individual files a declaration

Examples of this include:
) (]
W I t h t h e Offl Ce Your name was listed as a business's registered agent or organizer without your permission.
L4 Your address was used as the business's principal office or registered office without your
permission.
A business was created using your identity or your business’s information.

They may allege their business An exisin business record was changed without your pemmission

If you have reviewed the filing, ensured that you were not involved in the filing, and it was not completed

re C O rd S h a Ve b e e n ta m p e re d by a professional on your behalf, such as an attorney or public accountant, you can file a Declaration of

Wrongful Filing with the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State for review and investigation. This

O > rocess is governed by Minnesota Statutes, Sections 300.70 - 300.78.
with or otherwise altered

HOW TO SUBMIT A DECLARATION OF WRONGFUL FILING

W i t h O u t t h e i r p e r m i S S i O n . 1. Complete all required sections of the following form.

2. Attach any relevant documents such as emails, business filings, and/or communications of any
kind (NOTE: if mailed, items may not be returned. Send photocopies only.)

° 3. Email the completed form and any attachments to: bir.oss@state.mn.us OR mail to:
Or their name, address, or other

Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
Business Services

personal information may have
been used in a business filing e
° K . R HOW TO FIND YOUR BUSINESS FILING INFORMATION
Wlth @) ut th elr pe Frmission. You can search for a business’s filing history at sos.mn.gov/findabiz. Your business filing number is

located on the Business Record Details page. The business filing history is located under the filing details,
including dates of the filings. Click the Renewal History tab for information on when the business has
been renewed.

DECLARATION OF WRONGFUL FILING




SECTION 1: Type of Wrongful Filing (check all that apply)

o A business was created using my name or personal information without my permission.

SECTION 2: Your Contact Information
Full Name:

Address: ———

City:

Phone: Email:

SECTION 3: Business Filing Information
Follow instructions under "HOW TO FIND YOUR BUSINESS FILING INFORMATION" above to find filing details.

Your Relationship to the Business:

Minnesota Business File Number (if known):

Filing(s) you believe to be wrongful:

Date(s) of Filing (if known):

SECTION 4: Description of Wrongful Filing

Explain what happened and why you believe the business filing was made without your permission. Be
as specific as possible. Note: Attach additional pages if needed.

DECLARATION OF WRONGFUL FILING

Upon recelving the
declaration, the Office of the
Secretary of State (OSS) sends
a letter to the filer in question
describing the complaint and
asking for a response.

They have 21 days to respond,
and if the letter is returned as
undeliverable or no response is
received in 21 days, the filing
is deemed fraudulent.



If a response is received, the Office
obtains additional information from the
parties and determines whether filing is
fraudulent. Once the information is
reviewed, a final determination of the
complaint is made.

The Office considers several factors in
making its assessment, including:

* Previous declarations of wrongful
filing related to the business,
complainant, or filer;

* Previous filing history of the business,

complainant, or filer; or
» Publicly available information

The non-prevailing party can appeal to
the district court is the determination is
in dispute.

SECTION 5: Individuals Believed to Be Involved (if known)
Name:

Relationship:

Address:

City:

Phone: Email:

Additional individuals or information:

SECTION 6: Affirmation

o | affirm under penalty of perjury that the information provided in this complaint is true and correct
to the best of my knowledge and that | believe this complaint complies with Minnesota law.

Signature:

What to Expect After you Submit your Declaration of Wrongful Filing

After reviewing the submission, tllt‘l]ﬁ'l ce Ttlu— Minnesota Secretary of State will send a notice to you
and the person who m ribes th ade in this declaration. The person
who made the filing has 21 « Iw t ) respe ndt tlwn tice to dispute the allegations in this declaration.

If they do not respo office wi -termine that the filing is fraudulent and take action to remove
the filing © ||t~i+ct|n’r yrmation fro II'Itht'l'-‘ ord.

If the person who made the filing ¢ pond within 21 days, we ma
make a ermination. We will th notice of a preliminary det
who m the filing. If no respon e preliminary determinatior
final.

DECLARATION OF WRONGFUL FILING




Business Record Details » fle Amendment [ Benewal

Business Type MN Statute
Limited Liability Company {Domestic) 322C

File Number Home Jurisdiction
1543996100025 Minnesota

Filing Date Status
2/16/2025 Active / In Good Standing

Renewal Due Date Registered Office Address
12/31/2026 Yoge 2R

Registered Agent(s)

Filing History

Select the item(s) you would like to order:

B Filing Date Filing Effective Date

2/16/2025 Original Filing - Limited Liability Company (Domestic)
(Business Name Wl Gl is " T
Professional Service - Social Work

7/17/2025 Registered Office and/or Agent - Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

Filings deemed

fraudulent are
redacted.




Filings are
redacted,
rather than
removed, so
that banks and
government
agencies that

rely on these
records know if
certain
documents
were
submitted
fraudulently.

Business Record Details

Minnesota Business Name

Business Type MM Statute
Limited Liability Company {Domestic) 322C

File Number Home Jurisdiction
1611676300025 Minnesota

Filing Date Status
1272272025 Inactive

Registered Agentl(s)
(Optional) Currently Mo Agent

Comments
Remowved Per MM Statute 300

Filing History

Select the item(s) you would like to order:  Order Selected Copies
W Filing Date Filing

12/22/2025 Original Filing - Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

(Business Mame: Rugged Threads LLC Limited Liability Company -

Removed Per MM Statute 300) - Remowved Per MM Statute 300

Effective Date




Implementation

127 18

Cases filed Cases pending



Reasons for Complaint

320/ Reinstatement and/or annual renewal filed without
0 authorization

22% Registered Agent and/or Address modified and/or
utilized without authorization

20% Amendment filed without authorization

1 6% Business registered without authorization

Some complaints have more than one item that may have been changed without permission. Multiple
filings may be redacted if the determination is that they were fraudulent.



Benefits

* The form is simple and in plain language, as this
process can be intimidating to a victim

* Individuals may file by mail or email

* [t gives the individual submitting the declaration
the opportunity to provide as much information as
I EAYEL



Benefits

* The process also ensures individuals will have the
opportunity to submit additional information later,
If necessary

* There is no fee, vs. hundreds in court filing fees

and legal costs that victims were faced with before
the law was enacted
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