


How CEO is 

Awakening the Force 

of Civic Engagement

in Connecticut





Before CEO, poor 
civic literacy clouded 
the galaxy …

One in three Americans
does not know that there are 

three branches of government

US Chamber of Commerce Survey



How do you FIND and REACH adults?



• $0 funding for public 
education

• An outreach 
“department” of one

• Few social media 
followers

Our Challenges



U.S. Chamber of Commerce Survey

• More than 80% hold positive views of 
large & small businesses

• 82% agree businesses can play an 
important role in bringing people 
together

• 93% would react positively if 
companies publicly tried to improve 
our country



What Did We Have?

Website

Business Registry



CEO emerged…



The CEOs: Who Are They?

LARGE 
CORPORATIONS

SMALL 
BUSINESSES

NON-
PROFITS

FOUNDATIONS

RELIGIOUS 
ENTITIES

TOWNS

GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS



300+ Members

Over 30,000 
Employees

3 Million 
Followers on 
Social Media

Over 
2.5 Million 
Customers, 
Volunteers, 

and 
Members



The Program: Keys to Success

SIMPLICITY FLEXIBILITY



The Program: Sample Graphics



Outcomes

REFLECTION

CREATIVITY



Outcomes



Join the Alliance!

CEOpledge.ct.gov





Kentucky Civic Seal Program
Secretary of State Michael Adams



What is 
the Civic 
Seal?

The Kentucky Civic Seal 
program recognizes Kentucky students 
at all levels (elementary, middle, and 

high schoolers) who demonstrate 
exceptional civic performance through 

exhibiting their understanding, 
application, and reflection upon: local, 

state, and national governance; 
commitment to democratic principles 

and promoting the common good; 
informed participation in civic spaces; 

and reflection upon their role in modern 
civic life. 



What is 
the Civic 
Seal?

It is a distinction 
given to students 
who go above their 
regular classwork to 
show a deep 
understanding of 
civics. 



Why is this needed?

• Kentucky is one of just a few states that does not require 
a specific civic education course in high school. 

• Current high school graduation requirements only require 
three years of social studies, with passage of the U.S. 
Citizenship test needed to graduate. 



Why is this needed?

This is failing Kentucky students, a Civic Health 
Assessment conducted by our office in 2023 revealed 
that under half of Kentucky adults could name all three 
branches of government. 



What is 
the 
Kentucky 
Civic Seal?

• The Civic Seal is a partnership between the 
Kentucky Secretary of State’s Office and the 
Kentucky Civic Education Coalition. 

• The components were from a working group 
comprised of educators, government 
officials, local organizations, and civic 
organizations. 

• The Seal allows for local control over 
specific projects.

•  By being flexible to different communities, 
the Civic Seal can address more limited 
opportunities for civic engagement. 



Civic Seal 
Components 

The seal is made of four 
components: 

✓Complete a civic 
engagement project 

✓Demonstrate knowledge 
and applied 
understanding of 
government and 
democratic principles 

✓Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
information literacy 

✓Demonstrate a high level 
of self-reflection



Complete a Civic Engagement Project

The civic engagement project requires the student to create or engage in a real-world issue of their 
choice. Students can work individually or in groups to research and identify an issue they wish to 
address. They will then assess how to address this issue, identify the appropriate stakeholders, 
design and implement a project to address it, and apply the project outside of the classroom. 

Examples include poverty in Southeastern Kentucky, Animal shelters, homelessness in Lexington, 
access to food, Repopulating Monarch Butterflies, and student council beautification projects. 



Demonstrate applied knowledge and understanding 
of government and democratic principles

To obtain the Seal, students must display an understanding 
of the various forms of government or civic spaces. 



Demonstrate 
an 
understanding 
of information 
literacy 

To obtain the Seal, students must 
be able to regularly find and 
identify credible, reliable, and 
varied sources. 

This component is increasingly 
important as AI technology 
advances and makes it more 
challenging to identify what is real. 



Demonstrate 
a high level 
of self-
reflection 

The Seal requires students to 
demonstrate growth in civic 
knowledge and skills by reflecting 
on the challenges and successes of 
their projects. 



Civic Seal 
Examples 

5th graders from a 
school in Frankfort 
participated in the 
“We the People” 
exercise. 





Civic Seal 
Examples 

2nd  graders from a 
school in Louisville 
created a podcast on 
government for their 
Civic Seal Program. 





Civic Seal 
Impact

4th Grader Evan Hutchens completed a project 
on repairing damaged tennis courts in 
Lexington.





Civic Seal 
Impact

He submitted his proposal to the USTA and 
received an $80,000 grant for the repair and 
maintenance of courts.



Civic Seal by the Numbers

328 Civic Seals have been awarded since the pilot program began during the 
2023-2024 school year, including 299 during the 2024-2025 school year.

23 schools completed a Civic Seal

5 elementary, 5 middle, 11 high school; 2 middle/school high combos

12 counties represented: Boyd, Fayette, Fleming, Floyd, Jefferson, Johnson, 
Menifee, Mercer, Perry, Rockcastle, Trimble



What’s 
Ahead?

• Two schools in Fayette County, an 
elementary and a middle school are looking 
to turn their schools fully into Civic Seal 
schools. 

• There have been talks of expanding the Civic 
Seal program to the entire Fayette County 
School District. 
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