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ABOUT RI250

The RI250 Commission consists of 30 appointed members. The 

Commission, created in 2021, acts as a clearing house and facilitates 

American Revolution-related activities throughout the State leading up to 

2026. 

Encouraging Civic 

Pride 

Supporting 

Economic 

Development

Sharing RI History in 

Person and Online



ABOUT RI250

The work of the RI250 Commission centers around three major pillars—

which together guide our efforts to honor Rhode Island’s revolutionary 

past while inspiring a more informed and connected future.

Education & Public 

Engagement

Statewide & 

Community 

Collaboration

Visibility, Legacy & 

National Integration



WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA

• RhodeIsland250.org - recently revamped

• Central hub for news, events, and resources

• “Tell Us About Your Event” feature for 

grassroots participation

• Active social media presence



• All 39 cities and towns in Rhode 

Island have formed local 

250th Commissions

• Community-driven events are 

happening statewide

• Municipalities are planning 

commemorations that reflect local 

history and identity

ENGAGING OUR CITIES & TOWNS

Liberty Tree Plantings –

Launching September 2025



NOTABLE EVENTS & PROGRAMS

• Brave Men As Ever Fought portrait 

featured at the Rhode Island State House, 

in partnership with the Museum of the 

American Revolution

• Gaspee Days Parade participation

• Public programming including book talks 

and history workshops

• Traveling exhibits in partnership with 

the RI State Archives, including 

Revolutionary Communities and Key 

Figures



EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES 

• Offer training sessions to 

educators and professionals 

• Encourage visitor engagement 

• Support and provide high-

quality educational 

experiences 

• Collaborate with educators

• Create educational 

resources

• Make history and local 

heritage learning available to 

students

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS AND TRAININGS



COLLABORATIVE 

EFFORTS 

Partnerships with Local Institutions: 

By working with local museums, historical 

societies, educational institutions, civic and 

municipal leaders, the Rhode Island 250 

Commission fosters collaboration that enriches 

the historical narrative and expands resource 

availability.

Shared Resources:

Collaborative projects might include shared 

educational materials, joint exhibitions, and 

coordinated public programming that 

maximize the impact of historical presentations



NOTABLE EVENTS & PROGRAMS

• Major statewide activations planned for July 4, 2026

• Continued support for:

• Grassroots commemorations

• Civic education initiatives

• Traveling exhibits and public art

• Launching Educator Resource Hub and building online resources



LONG TERM IMPACT AND LEGACY 

Why It Matters

•Builds civic pride and awareness 

of RI’s revolutionary roots

•Promotes tourism, economic 

development, and education

•Creates opportunities for diverse 

voices to shape the narrative

•Leaves a lasting legacy for the next 

generation

• The efforts of the Rhode 

Island 250 Commission 

set the stage for ongoing 

engagement with history 

long after the 

Semiquincentennial and 

connects organizations 

across communities. 

LONG TERM IMPACT AND LEGACY



The Semiquincentennial milestone is a catalyst for these 

improvements. It provides:

→ A focused occasion to enhance historical accessibility and community 

     engagement. 

→ Collaborative efforts with various stakeholders and targeted initiatives. 

The Rhode Island 250 Commission is making Rhode Island’s rich 

history more accessible and engaging for everyone.

RI250 RI250



THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY



Erin Stevenson
August 2025

NextRequest: 

A Public Records 

Request 

Management Tool



All records 

requests in 

one easy-to-

manage 

location

• Main function: Central repository for all requests, 

regardless of how they were received

• Requests can be visible to the entire agency, 

department, or only assigned people 

• Requests can be assigned and reassigned as 

necessary. 



Simple set-

up

• Site is streamlined and well-organized

• Simple to set up (took about 10 hours)

• Allows for multiple individuals to have administrator 

roles

• Able to add all divisions/departments to the site



Easy to use

• Due dates can be changed

• Templates can be added to each of the points of 

communication

• All actions and communications are timestamped

• Invoice system for payments

• Several people from each division can be added, 
as well as one-off staff members



Benefits

• Large data files can be uploaded.

• Permanent redactions. 

• A public search option for older requests.

• Can choose which requests are visible to the 

public.

• Fully web-based.

• Continuous and automatic application and security 

updates.



CONTACT US

RI Department of State

Phone: 401-222-2353

Erin Stevenson

Deputy Director of Civic Education

estevenson@sos.ri.gov 

sos.ri.gov | @risecstate

Lauren Fogarty

RI250 Program Coordinator

RI250@sos.ri.gov 

mailto:RI250@sos.ri.gov
mailto:RI250@sos.ri.gov
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