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National Association of Secretaries of Stat»e
2025 Summer Conference

Meshach Walker, Election Security Coordinator
Offices of the Secretary of State/Division of Elections
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Overview

Section

Key Focus

o No Gaps,
Just Growth

e Growing
Through
Collaboration

© Steady Focus on What We Control

© Strengthened County partnership via
State Agencies

© Expanded state services and County

group collaborations
© Trainings with state-driven resources
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No Gaps, Just Growth

® Steady Focus on What We Control

© Reaffirmed our state-led strategy by deepening what was
already in motion.

© Centered efforts on existing in-state partnerships to stabilize
core operations.

© Used the Cyber Navigator role to meet Counties and assess
needs.

©® Grounded planning in current resources already allocated
and operational.
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No Gaps, Just Growth

@ Strengthened County partnership via State Agencies

© Built consistent channels to surface, prioritize, and respond
to County concerns.

© Aligned service offerings with real-time County insights and
operational gaps.

© Statewide participation achieved, with all 21 Counties in New
Jersey engaging in at least one state-provided service.

O Positioned state agencies as go-to partners for operational
and security needs.
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Growing Through Collaboration

0 Expanded State services and County group collaborations

© Leveraged County associations to surface needs and shape
support priorities.

© Refocused support around field-identified concerns and
statewide gaps.

@ Trainings with State-driven resources

© Trainings through in-state coordination using trusted
partners.

© \Workshop-based training series shaped by County feedback
and statewide insights.
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Examples

Trusted
Sources
Infographic
Through
Partnership
With County
Leadership

NEW JERSEY
TRUSTED SOURCES..

A Trusted Source is an authoritative entity that provides
accurate and reliable information, particularly crucial in
the context of elections.

Im%_&mm play a vital role in maintaining public
con nce in the electoral process by supporting
transparency and faimess, helping voters make informed
g decisions, and understanding the democratic process.

The Role of a Trusted Source

combat false information and influence

campaigns by providing and promoting accurate, verified information

to the public and detecting various types of false information, whether
Ji jorially or uni ionally, including:

Information based

on fact but used
out of context to
intention of a person, social mislead, harm, or
causing harm, group, organi 3 manipul

or country.
Where Does False Information Spread?

Social Media Unverified News Chat & Online

Platforms Websites Forums
Facebook, X/Twitter, Sites that lack Rumor Mills, Blogs, &
Instagram, Tiktok, editorial oversight Messaging Apps

etc. or credibility (2g, Raddit & Telegram)

Trusted Sources in New Jersey Elections

New Jersey Secretary of State
The Chief Election Official of the state.
New Jersey Division of Elections
o} key admir and opx wal duties in the election process.
New Jersey County Election Officials
(County Clerk, Board & Superintendent of issi of Regl
Implements county election procedures, manages voter registration,
conducts elections, and ensures compliance with state and federal laws.

@ 7 Steps to Fact-Checking

Use this checklist to ensure the inf you find is and reliable:

VERIFY THE SOURCE: \
Check if the information comes from a
trusted and credible source.

CHECK THE DATE: e
Ensure the information is current and not v
outdated.

CROSS-REFERENCE:
Ensure the information is current and not
outdated.

LOOK FOR BIAS:

D Identify if the source has any potential
bias or agenda.

CHECK THE AUTHOR:

FAYYAN
Research the author's credentials and -

background.
BE SKEPTICAL:

Approach sensational or emotionally
charged information with skepticism.

VOTER ALERT:

DON'T BE FOOLED BY

DEEPFAKI

WHAT IS A DEEPFAKE?
o

WHERE MIGHT | SEE
A DEEPFAKE?

You mary 500 deeptokes PO in SOCK
medka pOsts, text messages, emails, cals.
oicemalls. Doe 0% May PPOAT 10

m candidates or campaigns in
influence of interfere with local

feceral clections. You may even
we deeplakes from family or fiends, who
y share them without realizing they are

pepiphes ore ofter 1 in conjunction
with the following types of false information

oL

‘@
\

NJ VOTER

INFORMATION

VOTER ALERT:

DON’T BE FOOLED BY

POSAT 00l, UL 00 Not
vy ave paret of & bioader

Misinformation, Disinformation

and Malinformation

» MISINFORMATION. Faise informaton
shored without harmiul intent-people
T she hing it's true

TON: Dedberately fakse
read with the intent
sinodt
» MALINFORN W Infe
on reality, but used mal
Narm 0N & PErson, organization, or country

10 deceive ¢

ation based

These LACUCS are used Alongside deepfake
. undenmine trust

and interfere with the electoral process

DEEPFAKI

HOW TO SPOT A DEEPFAKE

Many deepfakes are easily created with artfical
inte: 0018 10 100k legtimate, making it

ening to it Wh

eloctic

T BEFORE
YOU are not Sure, do not share!

ASK QUESTIONS
Does the conte

TRACE THE SOURCE
Who sent the content?

Where did it or "2

make sense?

CHECK OFFICIAL
sources for truste
SUSPRIOUS content by
Independent tact-checking
Pok or AP Fact Check

by reporting possible election

[ H s

sites, such as

NJ VOTER

INFORMATION

WHAT TO DO IF YOU
ARE NOT SURE
Only use official sources for siection information
» Trusted information about New Jersey votng
ond eloctions can be found In the New Jersey
yoter Information Portal. You can also call
1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837) with any
VOtIng question ot your locel County
Blection Officials.
an also fnd official Information about the
on and voting from the U.S. government's
Page
0 of eoploakes! One way
ot share any electior
v N an ofickyl sowrce
and has been tact-chocked

WHERE CAN | REPORT
HARMFUL DEEPFAKES?

Deeptakes that undermine the voting and
0058, harm voters, Of othorwise

o cor

shoulkd be reported, You can
report potential election related deepfakes to

Deepfake
Infographic
Through
Partnership
With NJOAG
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Thank You! *

For more information,
please contact: Meshach Walker,
Election Security Coordinator
meshach.walker@sos.nj.gov

u‘:y.-
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