
Scams and Shams - Tennessee Fights Back Against 
Corporate Records Scam



Scams Impacting the
Tenneseee Division of Business Services:

• Companies pose as the division

• Companies charge for legally required workplace posters

• “Sovereign citizens” fraudulently file UCC liens



Companies Pose as Business Services

In July 2015, we issued a warning about  State Compliance 
Center or “SCC” soliciting $88 for Certificates of 

Existence/Authorization, which actually cost $20.



Companies Pose as Business Services
Other company names include:

“Corporate Records Services”

“Annual Business Services”

“Division of Corporate Services”

So what do we do?

The “Government Impostor 
and Deceptive Advertisements 
Act” was signed into law on 
March 10, 2016.



Companies Pose as Business Services

This disclosure is now required:

Penalties for failing to comply include:

• $100 fine for each person who receives advertisement

• All money collected will be used to enforce consumer 
protection activities

• Reimbursing the state investigation and legal costs



Companies Charge for Legally Required 
Workplace Posters



Companies Charge for Legally Required 
Workplace Posters

We continue to work with the 
Tennessee Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development to 
highlight this scam every time it 
resurfaces.

Companies will send official 
looking letters soliciting as much 
as $84 for posters that are free
online.



“Sovereign Citizens” Fraudulently File UCC Liens

Courtesy: Knoxville News Sentinel

Anderson County man files 
$8 million property lien 
against the judge presiding 
over his homicide case. 

He also filed liens against 
other local officials, 
including the district 
attorney general, court clerk 
and police chief.



“Sovereign Citizens” Fraudulently File UCC Liens

The Tennessee Division of Business Services processed 
more than 170,000 UCC filings in 2015, many of which 
were filed online.

In Tennessee, it’s a class E felony to file a fake UCC lien.

It is not always possible to identify if a lien is 
fraudulent.
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