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Can I Vote “Widget” Installation Instructions

Widget Installation Instructions


If your website uses tables, create a single cell table of width 300 in the chosen location on your page. Copy the embed code below and paste it in the cell.


<table width=”300” border=”0”><tr><td>EMBED CODE</td></tr></table>


If your website uses only CSS, create a DIV section with a width of 300 in the chosen location on your page. Copy the embed code below and paste it in the DIV section.


<div id=”civ-widget”>EMBED CODE</div>
(define the DIV in the style sheet)


If the website is built on a portal framework, create a module positioned to appear where you want to place the widget, copy and paste the widget embed code into the module, and activate the module.


If you have any further questions, contact Kay Stimson in the NASS office at nass@sso.org, or (202) 624-3528, for further assistance.

Widget Embed Code

NOTE: The entire code below is ONE continuous line. Please do NOT put any line breaks in between any part of this code.


<script type="text/javascript" src="http://cdn.widgetserver.com/syndication/subscriber/InsertWidget.js"></script><script type="text/javascript">if (WIDGETBOX) WIDGETBOX.renderWidget('cf7f95fe-6c46-4c21-b3ab-ddca5aa69606');</script><noscript>Get the <a href="http://www.widgetbox.com/widget/canivote-election-info">Canivote.org Election Info Tool</a> widget! Not seeing a widget? (<a href="http://docs.widgetbox.com/using-widgets/installing-widgets/why-cant-i-see-my-widget/">More info</a>)</noscript>
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NASS Calendar of State Voter Registration Deadlines for November 2010
Last updated: August 24, 2010

NOTE: Get voter registration forms and instructions online at .canivote., or use our Can | Vote widget. Contact Kay Stimson at
@sso., or (202) 624-3528, for widget installation information.

2010 Calendar of State General Election Registration Deadlines

OCTOBER 2010

e October 2: Mississippi, Rhode Island and South Carolina

e October 3: Alaska

e October 4: Arizona (OVR), Arkansas, Colorado (OVR), District of Columbia (EDR), Florida, Georgia,
Hawaii, Indiana (OVR), Kentucky, Louisiana (OVR), Michigan, Montana (EDR), Ohio*,
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas and Wyoming (EDR)

e October 5: lllinois and New Mexico

e October 6: Missouri

e October 8: Idaho (EDR), New York, North Carolina** and Oklahoma

e October 9: Delaware

e October 12: Maine (EDR), Maryland, Minnesota (EDR), Nevada, New Jersey, Oregon (OVR), Virginia and
West Virginia

e October 13: Massachusetts and Wisconsin (EDR)

e October 18: California, Kansas (OVR), South Dakota and Utah (OVR)
e October 22: Alabama and Nebraska

e October 23: lowa (EDR) and New Hampshire (EDR)

e October 25: Washington (OVR)

e October 26: Connecticut

e October 27: Vermont

NOVEMBER 2010

e November 2: Election Day

KEY

EDR = Election Day registration is allowed
OVR = Online voter registration is offered

*Ohio permits same-day registration during early voting (September 28 — October 4)
**North Carolina permits same-day registration during early voting (October 14 — 30)

NOTE: North Dakota is the only state that does not have a voter registration requirement for voting. Some states
have separate deadlines for mail-in voter registration applications. Contact your local elections office for details.
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NASS Resolution Establishing September as National Voter Registration Month

Adopted on July 28", 2008
Amended and Approved on February 1%, 2010

WHEREAS, the nation’s Secretaries of State who serve as chief state elections officials are committed to

encouraging voter registration and increasing access to elections; and

WHEREAS, the NASS Voter Participation Committee supports new and innovative methods of
registration, as well as continuing efforts by state and local election officials to play an active role in

registering qualified citizens; and

WHEREAS, the need for public information and education on voter registration is extremely critical as

Americans prepare to take part in the November elections;

THEREFORE, NOW BE IT RESOLVED THAT the National Association of Secretaries of State
(NASS) shall declare September as National Voter Registration Month.

Expires: Winter 2015

Hall of States, 444 N. Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 401, Washington, DC 20001
(202) 624-3525 Phone (202) 624.3527 Fax Www.nass.org






September X, 2010


The Honorable [Insert Name of Representative]


U.S. House of Representatives


[Insert Office Address, Optional if Faxing]


Washington, DC 20515


Dear Congressman/woman [Last Name]:


I write today to ask for your support in promoting September 2010 as National Voter Registration Month.  This initiative is driven by a collaborative effort between myself and my colleagues with the National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS), which represents chief state election officials.  The goal of National Voter Registration Month is to make our nation’s eligible voters aware of registration deadlines and requirements for this year’s November 2 general election, as well as to promote federal and state resources to help with the registration process.


As you may know, Congress passed the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002 and provided federal funding—for the first time in U.S. history—to help states improve the administration of elections. One key result is a more streamlined voter registration process that leverages the use of technology to remove some of the hurdles that existed in the past.  


With the help of HAVA funding, (OUR STATE) has enhanced all aspects of the voter registration process, including: 

· Establishing and maintaining our statewide voter registration database;


· Informing and educating citizens about the voter registration process; and


· Developing online voter registration tools and resources for voters, including (MENTION WEBISTE, VOTER LOOKUP, POLLING PLACE LOCATOR, OTHER RESOURCES HERE). 



I invite you to help us reach out to the public during the month of September to share this message and empower our citizens to register to vote.  You can encourage people to register or check their voter information using our state elections homepage:  (YOUR LINK HERE).


You can also make a difference by promoting tools like the nonpartisan NASS Can I Vote widget (it links directly to state and local election websites).  Please consider posting the widget on your website and providing it to your local network of media, school officials, community groups, and more. You can download the widget at www.canivote.org/widget, or contact NASS Communications Director Kay Stimson at (202) 624-3528, or nass@sso.org.  We also urge you to consider linking your website to the association’s nonpartisan voting website, www.canivote.org. 


Thank you for your consideration and support of this important awareness campaign.  I have enclosed a copy of the NASS resolution declaring September as National Voter Registration Month.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions at (YOUR CONTACT INFO HERE).

Sincerely,


[Insert Name & Title]
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


September 1, 2010

(SECRETARY OF STATE) Declares September 2010 National Voter Registration Month

Calls for Increased Awareness for (DATE) Voter Registration Deadline & Election Registration Resources   


(CITY, STATE) – (STATE SECRETARY OF STATE NAME) today joined fellow members of the National Association of Secretaries of States, which represents chief state election officials in 39 states, in declaring September 2010 National Voter Registration Month (ADD INFO ABOUT A CEREMONY, NEWS CONFERENCE HERE). (SOS NAME) is working with (THE STATE’S) local election administrators to make the state’s (ESTIMATE/NUMBER) eligible voters aware of registration deadlines and requirements for the November 2 general election, as well as promoting state resources to help with the registration process. 

(SOS QUOTE ABOUT YOUR STATE HERE)

(INFO HERE ABOUT VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINES AND RESOURCES IN YOUR STATE)


NASS members established National Voter Registration Month to encourage voter participation and to increase awareness of state voter registration requirements and deadlines. Nearly half of all states (plus the District of Columbia) have a registration deadline that takes effect during the first week of October, about a month before Election Day.  

According to U.S. Census figures, 60 million eligible voters did not register to vote in 2008.  Of the non-voters that year, fourteen percent said they did not vote because they missed their state’s voter registration deadline. 

"Now is the time to get registered to vote. The process is easier, faster and more convenient than ever before," said NASS President Matt Dunlap, Maine secretary of state.  “In most states, you can also check your voter registration status online to make sure that your information is up-to-date. This is really critical for people who have recently moved, changed their name or had their voting rights restored under the law. It is also required for people who wish to switch their party affiliation. If anything is outdated or incorrect, there is time to get it straightened out with your local election office, so you can still vote in the November election.” 

Forty states, plus the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, offer voter registration lookups designed to help voters check their registration status online. Nine places (District of Columbia, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire, Wisconsin and Wyoming) now offer Election Day registration, while North Carolina offers same-day registration during the state’s early voting period.  Eight states (Arizona, Colorado, Indiana, Kansas, Louisiana, Oregon, Utah and Washington) allow voter registration and registration updates via the Internet. 

New for this year, NASS and Tangent Media LLC have released a Can I Vote widget that allows Internet users in (STATE) and throughout the U.S. to directly access official, nonpartisan registration and voting information that is specific to where they live in a simple, portable format.  It functions much like the association’s Can I Vote website, www.canivote.org, which helps connect users to state and local election websites with voting links, forms, online tools, election official contact information, and more.

###













Founded in 1904, the National Association of Secretaries of State is the oldest professional, non-partisan organization of public officials in the United States.  Association members include the 50 states, the District of Columbia and the territories of American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nass.org" ��www.nass.org�.  
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Contact: Kay Stimson



Director of Communications



202.624.3528



nass@sso.org 
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Founded in 1904, the National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS) is the oldest, nonpartisan professional organization of public officials in the United States.  Members include the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  On the Web at:  www.nass.org. 
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DATE

ADDRESS
ADDRESS
ADDRESS

Dear:

I am writing to ask for your organization’s support in promoting September 2010 as National Voter Registration Month.  This initiative is driven by a collaborative effort between my office and fellow members of the National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS), which represents chief state election officials.  The goal of National Voter Registration Month is to make our nation’s eligible voters aware of registration deadlines and requirements for this year’s November 2 general election, as well as to promote federal and state resources to help with the registration process.  As in past years, we are asking the President, Congress and the U.S. Election Assistance Commission to join us in this effort.

What can you do to help?  Here are some basic suggestions for celebrating National Voter Registration Month:

· Encourage voter registration and publicize voter registration deadlines;


· Encourage registered voters to check their registration information to make sure it’s up-to-date and accurate (LINK TO STATE WEBSITE OR VOTER REG LOOKUP TOOL HERE);


· Encourage and/or facilitate voter registration drives (urging organizers to contact their election officials for forms and other important information, including registration requirements, deadlines, and more);


· Spread the word by deploying tools like the nonpartisan NASS Can I Vote widget, which links directly to state and local election websites (including state voter registration lookup tools). Post the widget on your website and provide it to your network (go to www.canivote.org/widget).  You might also consider linking to our nonpartisan voter information website, www.canivote.org.  


Together, we can make a difference in the number of Americans who will have the chance to successfully cast a ballot in November and beyond.  


If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact my office at (INFO HERE).

Sincerely,




YOUR SIGNATURE

(NAME)


(TITLE)

Hall of States, 444 N. Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 401, Washington, DC 20001


                                  
        (202) 624-3525            (202) 624.3527 Fax   



www.nass.org
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECRETARIES OF STATE

SAMPLE VOTER REGISTRATION MONTH PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, while more than (YOUR STATE FIGURE HERE) (YOUR STATE) residents are currently registered to vote, an additional (FIGURE) citizens who are otherwise qualified to vote in Federal, State and local elections have yet to register; and


WHEREAS, each qualified citizen has not only the right to vote, but also a civic obligation and responsibility to do so; and

WHEREAS, the failure of our qualified citizens to register and vote necessarily weakens our system of free democratic institutions and processes, compelling (STATE) leaders to address this shortcoming; and 


WHEREAS, the voter registration process in (YOUR STATE) is easier and more convenient than ever before, with applications available online and at (LIST STATE AGENCIES, OTHER LOCATIONS HERE), and other options (SUCH AS ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION, ELECTION DAY VOTER REGISTRATION, ETC.) available to eligible citizens; and


WHEREAS, the State of (STATE) has an online voter registration look-up and other tools available for citizens to check their registration status, and if necessary, contact local election officials to update their information; and


WHEREAS, the need for public information and education regarding voter registration and related deadlines is extremely critical as (YOUR STATE) voters prepare to take part in the November elections; and 

WHEREAS, the nationwide voter registration campaign endorsed by the National Association of Secretaries of State could substantially reduce the number of qualified citizens who will be barred from voting in the forthcoming general elections by reasons of failure to comply with election registration laws; 


NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that (GOVERNOR/LEGISLATURE) do/does hereby designate September 2010 as National Voter Registration Month; and (I/WE) encourage all interested citizens and all appropriate media outlets and civic organizations to participate in this voter registration awareness campaign to assure the maximum registration of qualified voters in (STATE).


[image: image1.png]National Association
of Secretaries of State




 


Now is the Time:  Simple Steps You Can Take to Celebrate National Voter Registration Month

www.CanIVote.org helps voters check registration status, find polling place and contact local officials 


September 2010 is National Voter Registration Month! Want to know what you can do to help celebrate?  The National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS), a nonpartisan professional association representing the nation’s chief state election officials, offers the following tips:


Register to vote.  Eligible citizens who are 18 years of age or older are encouraged to register to vote for the November 2 general election. Every state except North Dakota has a voter registration requirement for voting.  Most states, plus the District of Columbia, have a deadline that falls somewhere between two weeks and one month before Election Day, so now is the time to get signed up to vote. Contact your local elections office to request a voter registration form, or find the forms on your state elections office website with www.canivote.org. 

Check your registration.  The number one question that voters ask every election cycle is, “Am I registered to vote?”  State election officials are urging people to verify their voter registration status and information now, before registration deadlines pass and it is too late to make updates. Voters who have recently moved should make sure that they are registered at their current address. Most states (and DC) offer online voter registration lookups designed to help voters check their registration information. Visit www.canivote.org to check for your state’s voter registration look-up, as well as contact information for local election officials.  If you have a problem with your registration, contact your local election office for help.

Hold a voter registration drive.  Work with your community to plan a voter registration drive.  Target eligible voters by going to places where they do their everyday business, such as grocery stores, malls, or sporting events.  September is also back to school time, so it’s a great opportunity to reach out to students at campus events that draw crowds.  Contact your state or local election officials for voter registration forms and important information on registration requirements, deadlines and more.

Spread the word.  Encourage people where you live to register or update their voter information using tools like the nonpartisan NASS Can I Vote widget (it links directly to state and local election websites). Users can also sign up for email election alerts and reminders.  Post the widget on your website and provide it to your local network of media, school officials, community groups and more.  Get the widget at www.canivote.org/widget.


But most importantly, get REGISTERED to vote!

NOTE:  If you encounter any problems with your voter registration and you believe that you are still qualified to vote, do not leave without casting some sort of ballot.  Federal law ensures your right to request and cast a provisional ballot.

For more information, visit www.canivote.org – a nonpartisan voting assistance website created and endorsed by state election officials.  


###





















For Immediate Release



Kay Stimson



Director of Communications 



202.624.3528  
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Founded in 1904, the National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS) is the oldest, nonpartisan professional organization of public officials in the United States.  Members include the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  On the Web at:  www.nass.org. 
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National Voter Registration Month Fact Sheet: State Voter Registration Resources
Voter Registration in the U.S.

» Eligible citizens who are 18 years of age or older may register to vote. Every state except North
Dakota has a voter registration requirement for voting.

» According to the U.S. Census Bureau, approximately 71 percent of the eligible voting population was
registered to vote in 2008. Of the 146 million voters who did register in 2008, nearly one out of every
four did so at a county government or designated registration office. Meanwhile, sixty million eligible
voters went unregistered—and didn’t vote—in 2008. Fourteen percent reported missing their state’s
voter registration deadline in citing a reason for why they did not vote.

» According to 2008 NASS figures, California had the highest number of registered voters at 17.3 million.
Texas was second with 13.5 million, followed by New York (12 million) and Florida (11.2 million).

The Help America Vote Act (HAVA) & Voter Registration Improvements

» Congress passed the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002 and provided federal funding—for the
first time in U.S. history—to help states improve the administration of elections. One key result is a
more streamlined voter registration process that leverages the use of technology to remove some of
the hurdles that existed in the past.

» According to the U.S. Election Assistance Commission, states have used much of the $2.96 billion of
the HAVA funding they have received (through 2008) to enhance all aspects of the voter registration
process, including: establishing and maintaining statewide voter registration databases ($355 million
through 2008); informing and educating citizens about the voter registration process ($77.1 million
through 2008); and developing online voter registration tools and resources (no figures available).

Online Voter Registration Look-Up Tools

» Forty states plus the District of Columbia have look-up tools that allow voters to verify their
registration status online. Additionally, voters in 45 states can use an online polling place locator to
find out where to vote. Many statewide voter registration databases allow states to provide voters with
online access to other personalized election data as well, including the content of election ballots, the
status of provisional and absentee ballots, as well as lists of elected officials.

» One state, Arkansas, offers a mobile voter registration application that allows residents to verify their
voter registration information using a smartphone, such as a Blackberry, iPhone or Google Android.

Online Voter Registration

» Nine states offer online voter registration: Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Indiana, Nevada
(Clark County), Oregon, Utah and Washington. Voters in most of these states can also update their
voter information online.

Election Day Registration

» Eight states plus the District of Columbia have some form of Election Day registration: District of
Columbia, ldaho, lowa, Maine, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire, Wisconsin and Wyoming
(Connecticut and Rhode Island also have Election Day registration, but only for presidential
elections). North Carolina and Ohio also offer same-day registration during their early voting period.

Founded in 1904, the National Association of Secretaries of State (NASS) is the oldest, nonpartisan professional organization of public officials in the United States.
Members include the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands. On the Web at: www.nass.org.





State-by-State Overview of Voter Registration Resources for 2010

State

Registration Status

Polling Place Locator

Online Voter
Registration

Election Day
Registration

Alabama

X

X

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

XXX

XXX

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Florida

Georgia

XXX | XXX

XXX XXX

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

lowa

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

XX XX | X[ X]|X

Maine

Maryland

x

Massachusetts

Michigan

x

Minnesota

Mississippi

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

XXX | X

XXX XXX XX X XX XX X X[ X | X

New Hampshire

New Jersey

x

New Mexico

New York

North Carolina

XXX | X

North Dakota

2
<

A

N/A

N/A

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

XXX XXX X[ XX | X

Tennessee

Texas

x

Utah

XXX XXX X[ XX |X

x

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

XX |[X|X

Wyoming

XXX X | X

TOTAL

N
'_\
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