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“Welcome to Grand Rapids!  We have worked hard 
to put together a week of exciting events for you, 
your family and staff, keeping in mind the theme of 
our conference:  The Grand Adventure. 

“You will be pleased by what Grand Rapids has to 
offer. From friendly faces and reasonable prices to 
an impressive array of five-star restaurants and 
entertainment options, you are certain to enjoy 
yourself during this year’s conference. 

“Of course, a trip to Michigan would not be complete without visiting a great lake.   
Fortunately, the clean, sandy beaches of Lake Michigan are a mere 45-minute trip 
from our hotel.  Be prepared for our signature event  on Monday – it will literally knock 
your socks off as you enjoy a barbecue and live band on the beach. 

“I am so excited for you to find out what I already know – Grand Rapids is truly a 
Grand Adventure!” 
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Michigan will be the    
perfect capstone for our 

conference.  Guests 
will be invited to don 
their casual summer 
clothes and sandals 
while they sip cocktails 
and enjoy a barbecue 
to the rhythms of a live 
band by a beach bon-
fire.  This event will be 

as close to paradise as 
you can get!” 

The beach party is 
planned for Monday, 
July 28th, 2008—so be 
sure to book your re-
turn flight home for 
Tuesday morning - You 
will not want to miss 
this  amazing event! 

Welcome to Michigan! 

To paraphrase 
our state’s motto, 
if you seek a 
pleasant penin-
sula, you won’t 
be disappointed 
by the diversity of 
natural and     
cultural resources 
Michigan has to 
offer.  Secretary of State 
Terri Lynn Land has 
planned a week of events 
and activities that high-
lights the best of our 
state’s western lower 
peninsula. 

Geographically defined 
by the Great Lakes, the 
sandy shore of          

Michigan’s endless 
beaches is a must-see 

attraction for any visitor. 

“With Grand Rapids only 
minutes from Lake   
Michigan, we focused 
first on planning an event 
that would celebrate the 
magnificence of our 
Great Lakes,” says Sec. 
Land.  “Our ‘Sunset 
Beach Escape’ on Lake 
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Is there anything more 
American than going to a 
baseball game in July?  
How about watching   
fireworks afterwards? 

But we’re not stopping 
there!  We’re calling   
Saturday night’s event 
“Let’s Play Ball!” for a 
reason:  All secretaries 
have been invited by the 
Whitecaps to throw out 
the first pitch of the 

game!  So get your   
pitching arm warmed up 
for this grand opportunity.  

All of our guests  are  
invited to join us early for 
a tailgate and enjoy the 
food and fun of the game 
from our reserved seating 
in the Pepsi Stadium 
Club—which features air 
conditioning and private 
restrooms.  Thanks to our 
sponsor, the Michigan 

Manufactured Housing, 
RV and Campground  
Association.  Batter up! 
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“Sunset Beach Escape” will take place on the grounds of 
Camp Blodgett, with panoramic views of Lake Michigan 

The Whitecaps are the Class A 
affiliate of the Detroit Tigers 
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Golfers will not be           
disappointed at the venue 
selected for this year’s   
annual golf classic,      
sponsored by Man-Tech. 

Thousand Oaks Golf 
Course, just minutes from 
the Amway Hotel, has 
earned a reputation as one 
of Michigan’s premier golf 
destinations.  

Golf Digest has rated this 
course one of the 25 best 
golf courses in Michigan.  

After 18 holes on this 
breath-taking course, enjoy 
lunch at the Acorn Grille, 
recipient of the Grand  
Rapids Magazine “Best 
Dining Excellence" award 
for 2004.  
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visits, and jaunts to the 
beach—are included for 
spouses and families.   

“Grand Rapids is a very 
family-friendly town,” says 
Sec. Land.  “I hope all of our 
attendees bring their      
families to our conference 
this summer!” 

Be sure to sign up now for 
“Kids’ Kamp”!  Space is   
limited. 

With its affordability and 
accessibility, Grand Rapids 
is perfect town for families 
to visit. 

“Kids’ Kamp” is a special 
program designed for  
families attending the    
conference who wish to 
explore the greater West 
Michigan area.   

Activities—including    
shopping trips, museum 

Check out the Children’s Museum 
online at www.grcm.org. 

Sign up now for the annual NASS 
golf classic, sponsored by Man-Tech 
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Guests won’t have far to go 
for our first event of the 
week—a sampling of  

Michigan’s finest treats at 
the Van Andel Museum. 

Located just across the 
Grand River, the    
museum is the       
perfect location to 
showcase our state’s 
rich culinary history.  
As guests explore the 
exhibits, they will be 
dazzled by the views 
of the Grand Rapids 
city skyline.   

Families will also enjoy the 
historic carousel, a treat for 
kids and adults alike. 

The Van Andel Museum, on the Grand 
River’s west bank 

The historic carousel at the Van Andel Museum 
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Peter F. Secchia 
Family 

 

Daniel & 
Pamella DeVos 

Foundation 
 

Peter Cook 
 

Man-Tech 



Describing their 
visit to the 
Frederik Meijer 
Gardens and 
Sculpture Park, 
many first-time 
guests simply say 
“you have to see 
it to believe it.” 

Spread out over 125 acres, 

the Gardens 
boast more 
than 160    
permanent 
works of art 
both out of 
doors and in.  

“Touring 
the      
landscape 
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Located in the 
heart of      
downtown 
Grand Rapids, 
the Amway 
Grand Plaza 
Hotel is the ideal 
location for  
hosting this 

summer’s NASS  
conference. 

With nine unique  
venues for dining in—
from Starbucks to 
Michigan’s only  5-
Diamond restaurant, 

the 1913 Room—
you may never 

want to leave the hotel!   

Dozens of dining and cul-
tural options are within 
walking distance of the Am-
way – including a dueling 
piano bar, the GR Art Mu-
seum and more.  Check out 
www.visitgrandrapids.org 
for more information. 
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The “DaVinci Horse” is on permanent 
display at the Meijer Gardens 

The Amway Grand Hotel 

of the  Meijer Gardens is an 
event on its own,” says 
Secretary Land.  “Guests 
will enjoy the sanctuary of 
the outdoor sculptures and 
gardens while dining on a 
menu centered around 
fresh, local flavors.  This 
event will be an evening to 
remember!” 
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Shopping in East Grand Rapids 
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home not only to beautiful 
sandy beaches but also a 240 
year old working Dutch wind-
mill, antique shops and more 

Check out the Ford Library.   
Grand Rapids is home to the 
Gerald R. Ford Museum, just 
across the river from the    
Amway Hotel, while the      
Library is located in Ann     
Arbor—about 2.5 hours from 

GR.  Schedule an extra 
day for a road trip to make 
your visit complete! 

Shopping. Nearby East 
Grand Rapids, known for 
its quaint art galleries and 
craft shops, is minutes 
from downtown. 

Plan to come early and 
stay late!  Visit  
www.michigan.org for 
more information. 

Windmill Island in Holland 
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When you plan your trip to 
Grand Rapids this summer, 
be sure to add some extra 
time to discover what else 
Michigan has to offer.  
Here are a few ideas to get 
you started.  

Visit a winery.  Traverse 
City—about three hours 
north of Grand Rapids—is 
known for its cherry wine, 
while Fenn Valley, thirty 
minutes south of Grand 
Rapids, also produces   
delicious local wines 

See historic Holland. 
Less than an hour from 
Grand Rapids, Holland is 

Shopping in East Grand Rapids 
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