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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
 


National Association of Secretaries of State 
2012 Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award  


 
HISTORY 


 
The Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award, established in 1992, seeks to honor 
individuals who have demonstrated uncommon courage and exceptional character in pursuit of the 
common good.  The award is named in honor of its first recipient, former United State Senator 
Margaret Chase Smith, who jeopardized her reputation and career by speaking out against and 
successfully challenging the “red baiting” tactics of Senator Joseph P. McCarthy in the 1950s.   
 


ELIGIBILITY 
 
Any individual, other than Secretaries of State or Lieutenant Governors currently holding office, 
may be nominated for this award.  Nominations for the 2012 Margaret Chase Smith American 
Democracy Award must be submitted no later than Friday, May 11, 2012. 
 
NASS encourages the nomination of living Americans (posthumous awards may be considered in 
deserving cases) who have demonstrated specific acts of courage, rather than those who might be 
recognized for career achievements.  Emphasis should be placed on contemporary acts of courage, 
rather than examples from the distant past.   
 


SELECTION PROCESS 
 
If more than three nominations are submitted, the NASS Standing Committee on Awards, with the 
assistance of the NASS Executive Board, will recommend three nominees for consideration by the 
NASS membership. 
 
A final ballot will be distributed to each NASS member, who will have the option of voting for a 
recipient or selecting “nominations do not meet criteria.”  According to NASS policy, an award 
recipient will only be named if more than 50 percent of the NASS membership casts a ballot. 
 


ANNOUNCEMENT AND PRESENTATION OF AWARD 
 
The recipient of the 2012 Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award will be announced 
during the summer conference on July 14-17 at the Caribe Hilton in Puerto Rico.  The presentation 
of the award will take place during the 2013 NASS Winter Conference in Washington, DC. 
 
For more information, including a list of past award recipients, please visit www.nass.org.  
Choose the “Awards” menu option that is listed in the “About NASS” section. 
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2012 MARGARET CHASE SMITH AMERICAN DEMOCRACY AWARD 
NOMINATION FORM 


 
Deadline for Submitting Nominations:   Friday, May 11, 2012 


 
 
NOMINEE INFORMATION 
 
Name of Nominee:  John Walsh 
 
Job Title (if applicable): Human and Victim Rights Advocate, Criminal Investigator, American  


Television Personality 
 
Address:   National Center for Missing & Exploited Children 
    Charles B. Wang International Children’s Building 
    Attn: Ann Schofield, executive assistant 
    699 Prince Street 
    Alexandria, Virginia 22314-3175 
 
Telephone (please include daytime and cell phone numbers, if possible):     (703) 224-2150 
 
Email Address:   aschofield@ncmec.org   
 
Short Description of Specific Acts of Courage/Reason for Nomination: 
 
Following the abduction and murder of his six-year-old son Adam in 1981, John Walsh made it his 
life’s mission to help missing and exploited children. He founded the Adam Walsh Resource Center 
to campaign for legislative reform, and it later merged with the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. His lobbying efforts led to the creation of two federal acts that created national 
database on missing children and a 24-hour, toll-free hotline to report missing children or 
sightings. His television show, “America’s Most Wanted,” has helped capture 1,184 fugitives during 
its 25 seasons on air. The Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act revised a national sex 
offender registration system and created tough penalties for sex offenders who did not follow 
procedures after their release back into society. 
 
NOMINATOR INFORMATION 
 
Nomination Submitted By: Ross Miller, Nevada Secretary of State 
 
Address:   101 N. Carson Street, Suite 3, Carson City, NV 89701 
 
Telephone:    755-684-5709 
 
Email Address:   rossmiller@sos.nv.gov  
 
 
In addition to this form, please provide a separate statement or letter (approximately 600-1200 
words) explaining your reason(s) for nominating this individual, including a detailed description of 
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how the nominee has demonstrated uncommon courage and/or exceptional character in pursuit of 
the common good.  Emphasis should be placed on contemporary acts of courage, rather than examples 
from the distant past.  
 
Please submit completed form and supporting nomination materials to the NASS office no later than 
Friday, May 11, 2012 via mail, e-mail, or fax to: 
 
Stacy Dodd, NASS Executive Assistant 
National Association of Secretaries of State   
444 N Capitol Street NW- Suite 401    
Washington DC 20001       
PHONE:  (202) 624-3525  
FAX: (202) 624-3527 
EMAIL:  sdodd@sso.org   
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To NASS Members: 
 
John Walsh of “America’s Most Wanted” has dedicated his life to advocating for human and 
victim rights after a senseless tragedy struck his family. Despite this personal tragedy that 
forever changed his family, Walsh embarked on a crusade that would have profound impact on 
victims’ rights and our country’s policies related to missing and exploited children and those 
who commit such crimes. His 30-year career has been devoted to campaigning for human rights 
and harsher punishments for criminals, as well as assisting law enforcement agencies in 
capturing fugitives. For these reasons, I nominate John Walsh for the 2012 Margaret Chase 
Smith American Democracy Award. 


 
Following the abduction and murder of his six-year-old son Adam in 1981, John Walsh made it 
his life’s mission to help missing and exploited children. The police recovered Adam Walsh’s 
severed head in a drainage canal more than two weeks after his abduction in a Florida Sears 
store, but the rest of his body was never found. After the crime, John and his wife Revé founded 
the Adam Walsh Child Resource Center, a non-profit organization dedicated to legislative 
reform. The centers opened offices in West Palm Beach, Florida; Columbia, South Carolina; 
Orange County, California; and Rochester, New York; and later merged with the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), where Walsh serves on the board of directors. 
 
The Walshes organized a political campaign, and despite many bureaucratic and legislative 
issues, their efforts eventually led to the creation of two federal acts. The Missing Children Act 
of 1982 authorized the FBI to enter and maintain relevant information about missing children in 
the National Crime Information Center, subsequently allowing federal, state, and local law 
enforcement agencies to access the information. It was an important resource that law 
enforcement lacked to help them find missing children. The Missing Children’s Assistance Act 
of 1984 established the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, which maintains a 
national 24-hour toll-free missing children’s hotline number (1-800-THE-LOST) to report a 
missing child or the sighting of one.  
 
By the late 1980s, many malls, department stores, supermarkets, and other retails adopted “Code 
Adam,” a process executed when a child is missing in a store. All doors are locked, and a store 
employee is posted at every exit, while a description of the missing child is broadcast over the 
intercom system. 
 







In 1988, Walsh secured a deal with Fox and launched “America’s Most Wanted,” a show 
dedicated to assisting law enforcement in apprehending fugitives. The show profiled fugitives 
wanted for various crimes, including murder, rape, child molestation, gang violence, and 
terrorism. “America’s Most Wanted” was the longest-running crime reality show in Fox’s 
history before its cancellation in June 2011. The Lifetime network picked up the show shortly 
after the Fox cancellation, allowing it to broadcast its 25th season in 2012. “America’s Most 
Wanted” has helped law enforcement capture 1,184 fugitives to date, including 15 from the 
FBI’s most wanted list and the convicts known as the “Texas 7” who escaped from a maximum-
security prison and embarked on a deadly crime spree.  
 
Famous kidnapping victim Elizabeth Smart referenced “America’s Most Wanted” when she took 
the stand in 2010, testifying that her captor Brian David Mitchell became distressed when he 
read a newspaper article that said “America’s Most Wanted” was looking for Smart. During his 
career, Walsh’s efforts have helped bring home more than 50 missing children. 
 
President George W. Bush signed into law the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act 
(also known as the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act) in 2006 after a two-year 
journey through Congress. The act focuses on a revised national sex offender registration system, 
tough penalties for not registering as a sex offender following release into society, child 
protective grant programs, and access by citizens to state websites that track sex offenders. 


Law enforcement officials around the nation have recognized Walsh for his efforts. He received 
the 1998 U.S. Marshal’s Man of the Year award and the FBI’s highest civilian award two years 
later. The FBI also requested his help with the investigation of the Oklahoma City bombings. 
Walsh is the only private citizen to receive a Special Recognition Award by a U.S. Attorney 
General. Three presidents (Ronald Reagan, George Bush, and Bill Clinton) have honored Walsh 
a total of four times in the White House Rose Garden. The White House asked Walsh to help 
Americans understand the war of terrorism following the September 11 attacks. 


Currently, Walsh continues to testify before Congress and state legislatures on crime, missing 
children, and victims’ rights issues. His latest efforts include lobbying for a Constitutional 
amendment for victims’ rights. The Academy of Television Arts & Sciences Board of Governors 
presented Walsh with its highest Emmy honor in 2011. The Governor’s Award recognizes an 
individual, company, or organization that has made a substantial impact and demonstrated the 
extraordinary use of television. 
 
John Walsh epitomizes the spirit of the Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award.  
Despite his personal loss, Walsh has demonstrated incredible selflessness in public service and 
devoted energy in is efforts toward making the nation a safer place for all individuals, 
specifically children who are unable to defend themselves, is admirable and worthy of 
recognition. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ross Miller 
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2011 MARGARET CHASE SMITH AMERICAN DEMOCRACY AWARD 
NOMINATION FORM 


 
Deadline for Submitting Nominations:   Friday, May 6, 2011 


 
 
NOMINEE INFORMATION 
 
Name of Nominee: Ken Hechler 
 
Job Title (if applicable): Former Congressman 
 
Address: 101B Greenbrier St., Charleston, WV 25311 
 
Telephone (please include daytime and cell phone numbers, if possible): (304) 343-1116      
 
Email Address:  
 
Short Description of Specific Acts of Courage/Reason for Nomination: Continuing in his eighties and 
nineties a pattern he has shown throughout his life of standing up for what he believes in regardless 
of obstacles.  Running for Governor at the age of 96 to get mountaintop removal into the 
gubernatorial debate.  Protesting mountaintop removal mining to the extent of being arrested. 
 
NOMINATOR INFORMATION 
 
Nomination Submitted By: Natalie E. Tennant   
 
Address: Building 1, Suite 157K, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 25305 
 
Telephone:  (304) 558-6000 
 
Email Address: ntennant@wvsos.com 
 
 
In addition to this form, please provide a separate statement or letter (approximately 600-1200 
words) explaining your reason(s) for nominating this individual, including a detailed description of 
how the nominee has demonstrated uncommon courage and/or exceptional character in pursuit of 
the common good.  Emphasis should be placed on contemporary acts of courage, rather than examples 
from the distant past.  
 
Please submit completed form and supporting nomination materials to the NASS office no later than 
Friday, May 6 via mail, e-mail, or fax to: 
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Stacy Fisher, NASS Executive Assistant 
National Association of Secretaries of State   
444 N Capitol Street NW- Suite 401    
Washington DC 20001       
PHONE:  (202) 624-3525  
FAX: (202) 624-3527 
EMAIL:  sfisher@sso.org 
 
 
Submitted by Hon. Natalie Tennant, West Virginia Secretary of State 
 


 2012 Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award Nomination 
Ken Hechler 


 
Because of the unflinching political courage he has demonstrated throughout his life, especially in his 
eighth and ninth decades, it gives me great pleasure to nominate former Congressman Ken Hechler for 
the Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award.   
 
Ken Hechler has been called many things – a maverick politician, a rabble-rouser, a great statesman, a 
trouble-maker, a hero – but he has never, to my knowledge, been called a quitter.  And so at the age of 
97 he continues to do what he has done throughout his long life: advocate for the common good, no 
matter unpopular, or even dangerous, his political stances may be.   
 
Although Ken Hechler has had many outstanding high points in his career, I would like to emphasize his 
more recent acts of political courage.  As I write, Ken is fighting to preserve the beautiful state of West 
Virginia from the devastation caused by various environmental issues. On August 28, 2010, he ran in the 
special election to succeed the late Senator Robert Byrd, not with the thought of winning, but simply to 
bring the environmental issues affecting West Virginia into the campaign dialogue.  He chose to use his 
own personal resources to pursue his campaign to share his message. 
 
At the age of 89, in order to continue the fight against political corruption that he began as West Virginia 
Secretary of State, he ran for that office again. His age was made an issue in the campaign by opposing 
candidate Mike Oliverio, who ran an ad simply saying “Vote for Mike Oliverio, I’m not 89 years old.” It 
takes courage to run for election, to seek out public judgment, again and again, with an ever higher risk 
of defeat. But that is not unexpected from Ken Hechler – it is simply a culmination of a path he has 
chosen to take over many years. 
 
As Secretary of State, he did much to battle the “good old boys” club that held power when he was 
elected.  He is well-known for his successful prosecution of political boss Johnny Owens, who sold his 
office as sheriff for $100,000. As Secretary of State, he also rallied against rampant campaign spending, 
and was a principal force behind the mobilization of Secretaries of State and Attorneys General in 33 
states to limit campaign spending.  He was also the architect of the 300 foot law, which prohibits 
campaigning within 300 feet of a polling place, and initiated the Code of Fair Campaign practices.  
Finally, he walked 530 miles with Granny D. in support of campaign finance reform.  It is always 
dangerous to fight corruption if you have been elected by a corrupt system, but Ken has never let fear 
stand in his way. 
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This fearlessness has characterized his entire career.  Let us not forget that he was the only 
Congressman to march with Martin Luther King in Selma, Alabama.  He also was the first Congressman 
to sponsor legislation to limit coal dust and provide strict safety standards in the Federal Coal Mine 
Health and Safety Act of 1969.  In doing so he set himself directly against the powerful coal interests 
that control much of West Virginia.  He also fought against corruption in the coal union, and risked his 
life to campaign for insurgent candidate Jock Yablonski, who was later murdered.  In his nineties he has 
turned his focus to mountaintop removal mining, and his stance alienates the mining community that he 
relied on for support throughout his early political career. 
 
Throughout his life, Ken Hechler has advocated for his own beliefs in pursuit of the common good, in 
spite of any opposition or political cost.  He embodies the principals of the Margaret Chase Smith 
American Democracy Award.  It gives me great pleasure to nominate him for this well-deserved 
recognition, which would be a culmination of a lifetime of stellar achievements.    
  







 
 


 
 
 
 


 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 


Office of Minnesota Secretary of State 
Mark Ritchie 


 


180 State Office Building | 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. | Saint Paul, MN 55155-1299 
Phone: 651-201-1324 or 1-877-600-8683 | Fax: 651-296-9073 | MN Relay Service: 711 


E-mail: secretary.state.@state.mn.us | Web site: www.sos.state.mn.us 


Ms. Stacy Dodd 
National Association of Secretaries of State 
444 North Capitol Street, Suite 401 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Dear Stacy: 
 
I  am writing  to  nominate West  Virginias’s  former  Secretary  of  State, Mr.  Ken  Hechler  for  the  2012 
Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award. 
 
Mr. Hechler has demonstrated an unparalleled and  lifelong commitment  to his community, state and 
nation, beginning during his college years at Swarthmore College and Columbia University.  
 
He honorably served our country during World War  II  in  the 9th Armored Division, who captured  the 
Ludendorff Bridge at the famous battle of Remagen.  Mr. Hechler advanced from private to major due to 
his courage under fire, earning a bronze star and five battle stars.  Shortly after the end of the war Mr. 
Hechler became  the chief  interrogator of  the  top Nazi officials at Mondorf, Luxemburg.     Mr. Hechler 
documented his experiences during World War  II  in two books, “The Bridge at Remagen,”  (which sold 
650,000 copies and was made into a full length motion picture) and "Goering and His Gang," published 
in 2011.   
 
Mr. Hechler’s continued to dedicate his life to our country after his time in the military came to an end.  
His  career  in public  service began  in 1949  and he  served until 1953  as  special  assistant  to President 
Truman's White House staff. 
 
His  career  in  public  service  did  not  stop  at  the White House.   He was  elected  to  the U.S. House  of 
Representatives  in  1958  and  served  until  1977,  earning  a  reputation  for  being  an  articulate  and 
outspoken  champion  of many  causes.   He was  the  only member  of  the  Congress  to march with Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. in Selma, requiring him to face gunfire in Alabama and mounds of hate mail from 
his constituents back home.  He was the chief architect of the 1969 Coal Mine Health and Safety Act. 
 
After  serving  in  Congress Mr. Hechler was  elected  as West Virginia's  Secretary  of  State  in  1985  and 
served until 2001. He worked to clean up dirty elections and successfully oversaw the prosecution of a 
particularly notorious political boss named Johnnie Owens. 
 
At 97 years young Mr. Hechler is still as courageous as when he was when he marched with Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and as courageous as when he was nearly murdered fighting mobsters to defending the 
rights of coal miners. Still to this day he continues to fight to shed light on unsafe practices in the West 
Virginia coal mining industry. 







 


 


 
It was my honor  to come  to know  former Secretary of State Ken Hechler at  last year’s NASS summer 
conference.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  reading  his  book  and  corresponding with Mr.  Hechler  and 
others who  know  him well.    I  believe  he  is  a  very worthy  candidate  for  our Margaret  Chase  Smith 
American Democracy Award and has demonstrated true courage throughout his military and career  in 
public  service.    I ask  that  the NASS membership  strongly  consider Mr. Ken Hechler  for  the Margaret 
Chase Smith Award. 
 


Sincerely,  
 
 


MARK RITCHIE 
Secretary of State  
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2012 MARGARET CHASE SMITH AMERICAN DEMOCRACY AWARD 
NOMINATION FORM 


 
Deadline for Submitting Nominations:   Friday, May 11, 2012 


 
 
NOMINEE INFORMATION 
 
Name of Nominee:  Olympia J. Snowe  
 
Job Title (if applicable):  United States Senator (Maine) 
 
Address:  337 Foreside Road, Falmouth, Maine 04105 
 
Telephone (202) 224-5344      
 
Email Address: n/a 
 


Short Description of Specific Acts of Courage/Reason for Nomination:   


An outstanding public servant who built a reputation as an informed, thoughtful and effective 
legislator. Olympia Snowe is an effective senator who has tirelessly advocated for Maine, small 
businesses, and our men and women in uniform.  Respected by those on both sides of the aisle as 
a legislator who seeks solutions, senator Snowe has served Maine and America with great 
distinction and brought decency, principle, and honor to our nation’s body politic. 


 
 
NOMINATOR INFORMATION 
 
Nomination Submitted By: Charles E. Summers, Jr., Maine Secretary of State 
 
Address: 148 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333 
 
Telephone: (207) 626-8400 
 
Email Address: charles.summers@maine.gov 
 
 
In addition to this form, please provide a separate statement or letter (approximately 600-1200 
words) explaining your reason(s) for nominating this individual, including a detailed description of 
how the nominee has demonstrated uncommon courage and/or exceptional character in pursuit of 
the common good.  Emphasis should be placed on contemporary acts of courage, rather than examples 
from the distant past.  
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Please submit completed form and supporting nomination materials to the NASS office no later than 
Friday, May 11, 2012 via mail, e-mail, or fax to: 
 
Stacy Dodd, NASS Executive Assistant 
National Association of Secretaries of State   
444 N Capitol Street NW- Suite 401    
Washington DC 20001       
PHONE:  (202) 624-3525  
FAX: (202) 624-3527 
EMAIL:  sdodd@sso.org   
 


Statement from Maine Secretary of State Charles E. Summers, Jr.  
in support of the Nomination of Senator Olympia Snowe for the  
2012 Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award  
 
May 8, 2012 


U. S. Senator Olympia J. Snowe demonstrates the courage, uncommon character and selflessness 
worthy of the Margaret Chase Smith American Democracy Award.   


 As the senior United States Senator from Maine and a member of the Republican Party,   Snowe 
is widely known for her ability to influence the outcome of close votes.  She is regarded as a leading 
moderate within her party and in 2006, was named one of America's Best Senators by Time Magazine.  
She was the only woman so recognized.   Time praised Snowe for her sensitivity to her constituents, also 
noting that: "Because of her centrist views and eagerness to get beyond partisan point scoring, Maine 
Republican Olympia Snowe is in the center of every policy debate in Washington."  


While Senator Snowe’s decisions are not always embraced by her party, she votes her conscience 
and does what she feels is best for our Country.   She was an important voice during the Senate's 1999 
impeachment trial of then-President Bill Clinton. She and fellow Maine Senator Susan Collins sponsored 
a motion that would have allowed the Senate to vote separately on the charges and the remedy — a 
"finding of fact" resolution.  When the motion failed, Snowe and Collins voted to acquit, arguing that 
Clinton's perjury did not warrant his removal from office. 


 
In 2005, Snowe was one of fourteen senators dubbed the Gang of 14, who defused a 


confrontation between Senate Democrats (who were filibustering several judicial nominees) and the 
Senate Republican leadership (who wanted to use the nominations as a flashpoint to eliminate filibusters 
on nominees through the so-called nuclear option).   The Gang-brokered compromise precluded further 
filibusters and the implementation of the nuclear option for the remainder of the 109th Congress; under its 
terms, the Democrats retained the power to filibuster a Bush judicial nominee in an "extraordinary 
circumstance," and nominees (Janice Rogers Brown, Priscilla Owen and William Pryor) received a simple 
majority vote by the full Senate. 


 
The Gang later played an important role in the confirmation of Chief Justice John Roberts and 


Associate Justice Samuel Alito, as they asserted that neither met the "extraordinary circumstances" 
provision outlined in their agreement.  Snowe ultimately voted for both Roberts and Alito. 
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Snowe entered politics at the age of 26 when her husband was killed in an an automobile 
accident.   At the urging of family, friends, neighbors and local leaders, Snowe ran for her husband's seat 
in the Maine House of Representatives and won. She was re-elected to the House in 1974, and, in 1976, 
won election to the Maine Senate, representing Androscoggin County.  


Snowe was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1978, and represented Maine's 2nd 
Congressional District from 1979 to 1995.  She married John "Jock" McKernan, then Governor of Maine, 
in February 1989 and was First Lady of Maine from 1989 to 1995, while served as a U.S. Representative.  
She was elected and sworn in as a United States Senator in 1994, carrying every county in the state.   She 
has never lost an election in 35 years as an elected official, and in the 2006 midterm senatorial elections, 
Snowe won with a reported 73.99% of votes.  


She received a degree in political science from the University of Maine in 1969.  She also 
received an honorary degree from Bates College in 1998, and another from the University of Delaware in 
2008. 
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Bill Ruckelshaus: Courageous pathfinder, consensus-
builder, citizen hero 
 
 
It later became known as the Saturday Night Massacre. In what the 
Washington Post called "the most traumatic government upheaval of the 
Watergate crisis," the nation's top two Justice Department leaders quit rather 
than follow President Nixon's order to fire the Watergate special prosecutor. 
 
For Deputy Attorney General William D. Ruckelshaus, that act of courage 
under fire was a defining and pivotal moment for the country and for himself 
personally. The message, rich in symbolism, was that no one, not even the 
President of the Unites States, is above the law -- and for Ruckelshaus 
personally, no personal sacrifice is too great to maintain the Constitution and 
our rule of law. 
 
On that evening of October 20, 1973, destiny called. For Ruckelshaus, who had 
been viewed as a rising star with limitless potential in government, perhaps 
even the White House itself, defying his commander-in-chief brought an abrupt 
conclusion to any march to power he may have harbored. Barely 40, this 
extraordinary civil servant had launched the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency at the dawn of the environmental movement, headed the FBI, and 
heeded the summons to help his friend Elliot Richardson run the Department 
of Justice during a most perilous chapter of American history.  
 
In an instant when the full measure of his character was called to account, 
Ruckelshaus didn't blink or think about losing his ticket to fame. As he later 
put it, he had pledged to Congress not to interfere with the Special Prosecutor, 
and he would not violate that pledge or keep Archibald Cox from doing his 
duty, without fear or favor.  
 
And so Ruckelshaus quit, honor intact, and became one of the few heroes of 
Watergate, the act of conscience inspiring many, including young people who 
were "turned off" by the cynicism of the age. 
 
Except for a repeat term as EPA administrator during the Reagan 
Administration, Ruckelshaus never regained Cabinet-level fame and glory, and 
never looked back or second-guessed his decision. Instead, he hung out his 
shingle as an attorney and started over again. He moved to Seattle in the 
Pacific Northwest and built a mighty reputation as a bridge-builder, conciliator 
and world citizen, working with particular acumen and passion for dealing with 
vexing issues that long divided business and the environmental community 
and regulators. 
 







Ruckelshaus, the staunch environmentalist, worked as senior vice president of 
Weyerhaeuser Co., one of America's premier timber companies and 
landowners. There and in subsequent posts, he plunged into finding "win-win" 
solutions, refusing to accept a false choice between jobs and the environment. 
He was appointed by President George H.W. Bush to serve on the U.S. 
Commission on Ocean Policy and served on the World Commission on 
Environment and Development created by the United Nations. President 
Clinton later appointed him as U.S. envoy help implement the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty with Canada and the United States. Governor Gary Locke, now the U.S. 
Commerce Secretary, named him chairman of the Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board and Ruckelshaus became a pro-bono expert in restoring salmon runs 
and wildlife habitat. He has served on numerous other non-profit 
organizations, including the world Resources Institute, the National Council on 
Science and the Environment, and the Urban Institute.  
 
Ruckelshaus' lifetime work in collaborative approaches to policy development 
and multi-party dispute resolution resulted in creation of the William D. 
Ruckelshaus Center, co-sponsored and co-housed by the state's two rival 
flagship universities, Washington State University and the University of 
Washington. The institute, led by a board chaired by Ruckelshaus himself, is 
working on a variety of consensus-building projects to resolve conflicts.  
 
Ruckelshaus also answered the call-to-duty from Governors Locke and 
Gregoire to work his magic on one of the most significant environmental 
remediation projects in America, cleanup and preservation of Puget Sound. The 
Sound, with 2,500 miles of shoreline in 12 counties, is one the country's most 
important transportation and shipping arteries, a magnet for tourism and 
commerce and home to the orca, salmon and numerous threatened or 
endangered species. 
 
"He is the right man at the right time," Gregoire said when she enlisted 
Ruckelshaus to head the leadership council of the newly created Puget Sound 
Partnership two years ago. The multibillion-dollar project, cutting across 
myriad jurisdictional and special interest fault lines, is supposed to restore 
Puget Sound by 2020. That will require unprecedented cooperation by dozens 
of sometimes contentious players, broad public education, and permanent new 
funding, probably including a dedicated tax increase. 
 
Just his cup of tea. He laughed when asked about taking on an almost-
impossible challenge at an age when most of his colleagues have long since 
retired. He said he isn't looking for  more high-profile legacy-polishing in the 
autumn of a distinguished career, but the intriguing prospect of inventing an 
ecological breakthrough that can be exported around the globe. 
 
"It just just interests me," he told The Associated Press of his latest high-risk 
challenge. "I find this challenging and fulfilling, interesting and exciting -- my 







four tests for whether I want to do something. ... If we can do this, it's a 
demonstration for the rest of the world about how mankind can live within the 
ecosystem and both can prosper." 
 
Gregoire, Locke, Secretary of State Sam Reed, Congressman Norm Dicks and 
other movers and shakers consider Ruckelshaus a personal hero for his storied 
career that spans  government and the business and non-profit sectors, his 
sterling reputation for integrity, smarts, creativity and his uncanny ability to 
get people to work together across the political aisle and to gain the trust and 
cooperation from diverse, suspicious and even warring camps. 
 
Ruckelshaus, born in 1932, was born in Indianapolis and has his degrees from 
Princeton and Harvard Law. Before college, he fell in love with Washington 
state when he served in the U.S. Army at Fort Lewis near Tacoma. He served as 
deputy attorney general of Indiana and then was in the Indiana state House, 
rising to majority leader. The moderate Republican narrowly lost a U.S. Senate 
seat to Democrat Birch Bayh, and then began his ascent at the highest levels of 
the Nixon Administration. After his life in the corporate and legal communities, 
he became partner in an investor group. He and his wife, Jill, live in the Seattle 
suburb of Medina and have five grown children. 
 
Kathy Fletcher, probably the state's senior Puget Sound expert, says 
Ruckelshaus is one of the those rare birds who can pull people together. "He 
puts in the hours, with passion and patience. He's not a famous guy who 
makes a cameo appearance and leaves." 
  
                                                                    ### 
 
 





